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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
TOWN  HALL, 

BOGNOR  REGIS. 

July  1947. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Mk.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  privilege  to  submit  my  seventeenth  Annual  Report, 
namely  that  for  the  year  1946,  on  the  health  of  Bognor  Regis. 

Again,  I am  able  to  say  that  the  health  of  the  town  during  the  year 
has  continued  to  be  satisfactory  in  all  respects,  so  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained from  a survey  of  the  vital  statistics  which  are  set  out  in  detail 
later  in  my  Report.  This  qualification  is,  in  my  opinion,  necessary 
because,  although  the  statistics  afford  a valuable  means  of  assessing  any 
major  deviations  from  the  standard  of  well-being  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  they  cannot  by  their  very  nature  disclose  any  gradual  falling 
away  from  the  pre-war  level  of  positive  individual  good  health,  and 
increasingly  it  is  being  felt  that  this  tendency,  assuming  it  to  be  present, 
may  result,  in  the  future,  in  an  increase  in  the  incidence' of  disease,  and 
ultimately  be  reflected  in  the  vital  statistics  of  future  years. 

I wish  to  draw  your  particular  attention  to  the  following  points 
relating  to  the  vital  statistics  of  the  town,  and  again,  wish  you  to  bear 
in  mind  that,  in  a town  such  as  Bognor  Regis,  with  a relatively  small 
population,  a slight  variation  in  the  number  of  births,  deaths,  etc.,  will 
tend  to  have  a disproportionate  reflection  in  the  resultant  rates. 

1.  BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATE. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  births  from  351  in  1945  to  402  in  1946, 
the  rates  being  respectively  15.53  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  16.52 
per  1 ,000  of  the  population.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
16.1  per  1,000  in  1945  and  19.1  per  1,000  in  1946. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  births  has  led  to  a natural  increase 
in  the  population,  i.e.  the  difference  between  births  and  deaths,  of  61 
(402  births  minus  341  deaths). 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  for  1946  was  35,  the  same  as  that 
for  1945. 

2.  DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES. 

There  was  a decrease  of  1 in  the  number  of  deaths  from  342  in  1945 
to  341  in  1946,  the  rates  being  respectively  15.13  and  14.02  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  This  appreciable  decrease  in  rate  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  population  was  estimated  as  being  1 ,740  greater  in  1946.  The  death 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  11.4  per  1,000  in  1945  and  11.5  per 
1 ,000  in  1946.  It  must  here,  however,  be  pointed  out  that  the  Registrar- 
General  has  not  resumed  the  issue  of  Comparability  Factors,  and  the 
death  rate  for  Bognor  Regis  consequently  is  higher  than  it  would  proba- 
bly be  if,  as  before  the  war,  it  had  been  adjusted  by  the  use  of  such  a 
Factor  (see  page  19). 
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(a)  Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  which  was  11  in  1945  to  10  in  1946.  The  1946  rate 
was  0.411  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  the 
provisional  figure  of  0.547  for  England  and  Wales  in  1946. 

( b ) Maternal  Mortality. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  there  were  no  deaths  during 
the  year  from  maternal  causes. 

(c)  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

There  were  15  deaths  in  1946  as  compared  with  12  deaths 
in  1945,  the  rates  being  37.31  and  34.18  per  1,000  Jive  births 
respectively.  The  1946  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  43. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  is  the  most 
sensitive  index  available  of  the  standard  of  Public  Health 
attained  by  the  community,  and,  if  this  be  so,  the  new  low 
figure  of  43,  which  is  a record,  must  be  welcomed  as  marking 
yet  another  improvement  in  Public  Health. 

(d)  Cancer  Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer 
from  42  in  1945  to  68  in  1946,  with  rates  respectively,  of  1.86 
per  1,C00  of  the  population  and  2.79  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

3.  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

It  is  again  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  a considerable  decrease 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified.  In  1945,  335  cases 
were  notified  and,  in  1946,  257  cases. 

This  decrease  was  largely  attributable  to  a decrease  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  measles,  from  240  in  1945  to  75  in  1946. 

Scarlet  Fever  showed  an  increase  from  33  cases  in  1945  to  49  in 
1946,  and  diphtheria  from  2 cases  in  1945  to  4 cases  in  1946.  Whooping 
Cough  was  also  more  prevalent,  the  number  of  cases  being  31  in  1945 
and  99  in  1946. 

There  was  a slight  outbreak  of  paratyphoid  B in  1946,  the  number 
of  cases  being  6,  and,  on  investigation,  it  was  found  that  patients  had 
made  contact  on  holidays  with  infected  persons. 

4.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  statistics  relating  to  diphtheria  immunisation  in  the  town  are 
set  out  on  page  43. 

Since  1927,  5,775  children  have  been  artificially  immunised.  It 
is  estimated  that  this  immunisation  has  resulted  in  the  protection  of 
49.3%  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  in  1946,  and  92.2%  of  children 
then  between  the  ages  of  5 to  15  years. 

There  has,  throughout  the  year,  been  a continuation  of  national 
and  local  propaganda  in  an  effort  to  increase  the  percentage  of  children 
protected  under  the  age  of  5 years,  and  every  endeavour  has  been  made 
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to  establish  contact  between  the  medical  practitioners,  nurses  and  the 
parents  to  obtain  consent  for  the  immunisation  of  such  children.  It  is 
a matter  for  regret  that  an  estimated  figure  of  one  half  of  the  town’s 
children  who  were  under  5 years  of  age  in  1946,  were  not  immunised, 
particularly  when  it  is  realised  that  the  mortality  from  the  disease  tends 
to  be  at  its  highest  during  the  early  years  of  childhood. 

5.  SCABIES  AND  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Special  notes  are  contained  on  pages  44  and  42  of  this  Report  which 
show  that  adequate  facilities  are  available  for  appropriate  treatment. 

6.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  operating  in  the  district  at  the 
present  time,  as  all  meat  is  conveyed  into  the  district  from  other  areas. 
There  has,  nevertheless,  been  a very  great  need  for  the  inspection  of  meat 
and  other  food-stuffs,  and  the  figures  set  out  later  in  the  Report  show 
that  considerable  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  in  this  connection. 
In  addition,  a large  amount  of  food  sampling  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

7.  HOUSING. 

The  Council  has  again,  during  the  year,  given  serious  consideration 
to  the  provision  of  suitable  houses,  but  the  position  is  a very  serious 
one  as  little  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  reduction  of  the  number 
of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list. 

The  Points  Scheme,  which  was  approved  during  the  year,  has  worked 
well  in  separating,  on  the  strict  basis  of  need,  the  more  urgent  from  the 
less  urgent  applications. 

8.  RODENT  CONTROL. 

Details  are  set  out  in  the  Report  of  the  considerable  amount  of  work 
which  has  been  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Cullen,  who  is  also  Inspector  under  the  Rats  and  Mice 
Destruction  Act. 

9.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  water  supplies  of  the  district  maintain  a very  high  standard, 
and  I am  much  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  H.  Bacchus,  the  Water  Engineer  and 
Manager,  for  his  unstinted  co-operation. 

A detailed  report,  on  the  lines  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
by  the  Water  Engineer  on  the  water  supplies  of  the  district  is  given 
on  a later  page. 

10.  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

It  has  been  pointed  out,  for  many  years  now,  that  cesspools  are  to 
be  regarded  as  a temporary  expedient  only.  At  the  present  time,  there 
is  a large  number  of  cesspools,  especially  on  three  extensive  private 
Estates.  It  appears  as  imperative  as  ever,  especially  in  a seaside  resort, 
that  sewers  should  be  laid  at  the  very  earliest  opportunity  in  order  that 
these  cesspools  might  be  abolished. 
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Accordingly,  an  approach  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
on  the  subject,  and  approval  given  to  the  sewering  of  some  of  the  present 
unsewered  districts.  The  work,  however,  has  been  held  up  because  of 
the  lack  of  skilled  staff  in  the  Surveyor’s  department,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  difficulty  will  be  overcome  at  the  very  first  opportunity,  as  the 
matter  is  one  of  major  importance.  It  is  now  possible  for  the  Council 
to  make  loans  to  individual  householders  who  wish  to  connect  their 
houses  to  existing  sewers,  and  arrangements  are  made  in  these  cases  for 
the  gradual  repayment  of  the  loans.  This  admirable  facility  will  not 
however,  be  utilised  fully  until  some  of  the  private  estates  have  been 
sewered. 

A number  of  connections,  however,  to  existing  sewers  have  been,  or 
are  being  made,  by  householders,  and  Mr.  Cullen,  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  has  carried  out  some  excellent  work  in  this  direction. 


11.  CIVIL  DEFENCE  SERVICES  UNDER  THE  CONTROL  OF 
THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT,  1939  TO  1945. 

Included  in  a later  part  of  this  Report  is  a summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  during  the  war  years,  in 
connection  with  those  of  the  Civil  Defence  Services  which  were  its  respon- 
sibility. I would  take  this  opportunity  of  placing  on  record  my  personal 
and  sincere  thanks  to  all  volunteers  who  assisted  in  the  casualty  services 
for  their  loyal  and  co-operative  spirit.  The  services  of  the  personnel 
were  highly  creditable  on  all  occasions,  and  were  invaluable  to  the 
community. 


12.  GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 

Also  included  later  in  my  Report  is  a summary  of  the  activities  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  in  connection  with  the  Government 
Evacuation  Scheme,  and  again  I wish  to  place  on  record  my  grateful 
thanks  to  all  who  co-operated  in  making  the  task  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  a comparatively  easy  one. 


13.  METEOROLOGY. 

Mr.  F.  A.  C.  Cullen,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Meteorological 
Observer,  has,  in  accordance  with  previous  years,  again  prepared  a most 
valuable  set  of  statistics  which  are  appended. 


I wish  to  place  on  record  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  intimate 
interest  taken  in  the  health  of  the  town  by  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  by  the  other  members  of  the  Council. 

I also  desire  again  to  place  on  record  the  excellent  work  carried  out 
by  Mr.  F.  A.  C.  Cullen,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  his  assistant, 
Mr.  R.  G.  Coysh,  also  by  the  Chief  Clerk,  Mr.  F.  W.  Fishleigh,  and  the 
other  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  together 
with  the  Matron  and  staff  of  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

I would  also  express  my  appreciation  of  the  close  co-operation  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the  Chief  Officials  of  the  other  departments. 


8 


My  gratitude  must  also  be  expressed  for  the  co-operation  shown  me 
by  the  General  Practitioners,  and  the  help  always  given  me  by  the  general 
public,  both  of  which  form  a most  valuable  contribution  to  the  com- 
munal health  of  the  town. 

1 am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  AYRES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE 

GENERAL  AND  VITAL 


Year 

Esti- 

mated 

Popu- 

lation 

Registrar 

General 

Births 

Deaths 

Population 

Natural 

Increase 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Cancer 

Deaths 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

1900 

4,856 

81 

16.6 

73 

15.0 

8 

X 

172.8 

X 

X 

1901 

6,232 

108 

17.3 

66 

10.5 

42 

X 

64.8 

X 

X 

1902 

6,439 

145 

22.5 

80 

12.4 

65 

X 

96.5 

X 

X 

1903 

6,647 

118 

17.7 

76 

11.4 

42 

X 

59.3 

X 

X 

1904 

6,854 

137 

19.9 

82 

11.9 

55 

X 

124.0 

X 

X 

1905 

7,062 

118 

16.7 

71 

10.0 

47 

X 

127.1 

X 

X 

1906 

7,269 

131 

18.0 

66 

9.0 

65 

X 

83.9 

X 

X 

1907 

7,477 

133 

17.7 

75 

10.0 

58 

X 

67.6 

X 

X 

1908 

7,685 

121 

15.7 

69 

8.9 

52 

X 

82.6 

X 

X 

1909 

7,892 

132 

16.7 

103 

13.0 

29 

X 

83.3 

X 

X 

1910 

8,100 

130 

16.0 

82 

10.1 

48 

7 

53.8 

10 

1.23 

1911 

8,191 

153 

18.6 

105 

12.8 

48 

15 

98.0 

13 

1.58 

1912 

8,387 

133 

15.8 

110 

13.0 

23 

16 

120.0 

10 

1.19 

1913 

8,583 

151 

17.5 

112 

13.0 

39 

14 

92.7 

16 

1.86 

1914 

8,779 

165 

18.7 

122 

13.8 

43 

13 

78.7 

13 

1.48 

1915 

8,779 

132 

15.0 

104 

13.5 

28 

9 

68.1 

10 

1.30 

1916 

8,348 

121 

14.6 

92 

12.0 

29 

3 

24.7 

12 

1.43 

1917 

8,995 

115 

12.5 

105 

13.0 

10 

5 

43.4 

13 

1.44 

1918 

9,299 

123 

13.2 

121 

14.5 

2 

8 

65.0 

14 

1.50 

1919 

9,738 

122 

13.9 

107 

11.5 

15 

6 

49.1 

13 

1.48 

1920 

9,722 

172 

19.7 

111 

12.7 

61 

7 

40.6 

14 

1.60 

1921 

11,490 

131 

11.4 

112 

9.7 

19 

9 

68.7 

19 

1.65 

1922 

' 11,580 

118 

10.2 

no 

9.5 

8 

7 

59.3 

14 

1.21 

1923 

11,670 

109 

9.3 

101 

8.6 

8 

7 

64.2 

13 

1.11 

1924 

12,180 

127 

10.4 

114 

9.3 

13 

7 

55.1 

24 

1.97 

1925 

12,800 

174 

13.6 

117 

9.1 

57 

6 

34.5 

14 

1.00 

1926 

14,022 

169 

12.0 

130 

9.2 

39 

7 

41.4 

20 

1.42 

1927 

14,800 

169 

11.4 

130 

8.8 

39 

10 

59.2 

16 

1.08 

1928 

15,200 

179 

11.1 

137 

9.9 

42 

9 

50.3 

17 

1.12 

1929 

14,360 

164 

11.4 

163 

11.3 

1 

4 

24.4 

27 

1.88 

1930 

15,750 

162 

10.3 

146 

9.3 

16 

11 

68.0 

21 

1.33 

1931 

12,600 

168 

13.3 

149 

*9.7 

19 

5 

30.0 

26 

2.06 

1932 

13,080 

169 

12.9 

152 

*9.6 

17 

5 

30.0 

31 

2.37 

1933 

fl7,530 

202 

12.3 

202 

*10.2 

0 

13 

64.0 

35 

2.13 

1934 

17,990 

225 

12.5 

215 

* 9.8 

10 

14 

62.2 

32 

1.77 

1936 

18,440 

226 

12.3 

224 

*10.0 

2 

9 

39.8 

37 

2.00 

1936 

18,930 

236 

12.4 

267 

*11.7 

0 

10 

42.6 

57 

3.01 

1937 

19,560 

248 

12.7 

282 

*11.9 

0 

11 

44.4 

40 

2.04 

1938 

19,890 

260 

13.1 

272 

*11.4 

0 

14 

53.8 

27 

1.36 

1939 

22,650 

259 

12.5 

280 

*10.3 

0 

6 

22.1 

43 

1.89 

1940 

23,410 

252 

10.8 

313 

*11.3 

0 

8 

31.7 

40 

1.07 

1941 

21,260 

269 

12.7 

345 

H16.23 

0 

11 

40.9 

56 

2.63 

1942 

20,970 

402 

19.2 

346 

H16.5 

56 

19 

47.3 

51 

2.43 

1943 

19,950 

387 

19.4 

335 

11 16.8 

52 

21 

54.3 

62 

3.11 

1944 

21,360 

394 

18.4 

329 

H15.4 

65 

13 

33.0 

56 

2.62 

1945 

22,590 

351 

15.5 

342 

H15.1 

9 

12 

34.2 

42 

1.86 

1946 

24,330 

402 

16.5 

341 

IT  14.0 

61 

15 

37.3 

68 

2.79 

f Population  figure  of  16,400  was  used  in  calculating  rates  for  1933. 

* The  crude  death  rates  for  these  years  are  respectively  11.8,  11.6,  12.3,  11.9,  12.1, 
14.1,  14.4,  13.7,  12.4  and  13.4.  (See  page  19). 

H Crude  death  rates  (See  page  19). 


x Information 


10 


I 

STATISTICS  1900-1946 


Pul- 

monary 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Deaths 

Deaths 

from 

Zymotic 

Disease 

Scar- 

let 

Fever 

Attack 

Rate 

Diph- 

theria 

Attack 

Rate 

No. 

inhab- 

ited 

houses 

New 

houses 

erec- 

ted 

Total 

Houses 
erected 
with  State 
assistance 

Rate- 

able 

Value 

Sum 

repre- 

sented 

by 

penny 

rate 

By  , 
Council 

By 

other 

persons 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1586 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1625 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1773 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1797 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

8 

0.98 

5 

0.60 

4.3 

0.85 

1840 

72 

— 

— 

£48,479 

X 

6 

0.73 

4 

0.49 

0.95 

3.40 

1885 

66 

— 

— 

£48,845 

X 

6 

0.72 

4 

0.47 

0.9 

1.2 

1994 

54 

— 

— 

£56,404 

X 

15 

1.74 

— 

1.3 

0.15 

2037 

82 

26* 

— 

£60,235 

X 

9 

1.02 

— 

— 

0.6 

0.2 

2084 

51 

17* 

— 

X 

X 

5 

0.65 

4 

0.52 

1.6 

2.95 

2084 

10 

— 

— 

£62,016 

X 

6 

0.79 

1 

0.12 

0.6 

0.2 

2092 

4 

— 

— 

£62,392 

X 

5 

0.55 

3 

0.40 

— 

1.35 

2143 

— 

— 

— 

£62,639 

X 

14 

1.50 

3 

0.30 

0.55 

2.35 

2149 

— 

— 

— 

£62,848 

X 

7 

0.80 

10 

1.10 

2.3 

11.1 

2150 

2 

— 

— 

£62,836 

X 

10 

1.14 

5 

0.60 

1.35 

8.6 

2167 

27 

7 

— 

£63,094 

X 

17 

1.48 

1 

0.08 

9.6 

1.85 

2237 

108 

66 

— 

£67,068 

£250 

9 

0.78 

— 

— 

2.05 

0.3 

2237 

31 

— 

— 

£68,134 

£200 

10 

0.85 

1 

0.08 

1.65 

0.8 

2407 

48 

— 

— 

£68,538 

£278 

6 

0.49 

4 

0.32 

1.65 

0.5 

2543 

194 

32 

68 

£75,371 

£292 

5 

0.39 

1 

0.08 

1.72 

0.46 

2739 

254 

32 

29 

£81,888 

£320 

5 

0.36 

1 

0.07 

1.07 

0.28 

2912 

173 

41 

85 

£90,206 

£340 

9 

0.61 

1 

0.07 

1.15 

2.03 

3155 

243 

46 

54 

£96,360 

£380 

15 

0.98 

2 

0.13 

0.72 

2.30 

3309 

154 

41 

7 

£100,676 

£390 

10 

0.69 

— 

— 

1.32 

0.70 

3384 

85 

37 

— 

£154,598 

£644 

11 

0.69 

1 

0.06 

1.52 

0.95 

3464 

80 

— 

£160,456 

£635 

8 

0.63 

2 

0.16 

2.0 

2.8 

3532 

68 

— 

— 

£162,982 

£640 

7 

0.53 

2 

0.15 

3.28 

0.92 

3613 

95 

— 

— 

£165,690 

£646 

16 

0.97 

1 

0.06 

1.46 

1.28 

5440 

282 

— 

— 

£222,265 

£863 

11 

0.61 

2 

0.10 

6.67 

1.16 

5742 

315 

— 

— 

£241,592 

£960 

12 

0.65 

— 

— 

6.39 

1.95 

6141 

400 

— 

— 

£253,433 

£970 

12 

0.63 

1 

0.05 

2.26 

2.05 

6547 

362 

6 

— 

£266,095 

£1046 

10 

0.51 

1 

0.05 

1.6 

1.2 

6853 

332 

44 

8 

£285,996 

£1106 

11 

0.55 

1 

0.05 

2.1 

0.7 

7049 

187 

— 

— 

£299,515 

£1147 

8 

0.35 

1 

0.04 

1.3 

0.7 

7246 

57 

— 

— 

£311,852 

£1220 

11 

0.47 

1 

0.04 

2.2 

0.5 

7263 

4 

— 

— 

£311,118 

£1138 

17 

0.8 

1 

0.05 

2.8 

0.09 

7269 

— 

— 

— 

£309,262 

£950 

16 

0.76 

2 

0.09 

2.1 

0.4 

7254 

— 

— 

— 

£309,004 

£1161 

14 

0.70 

3 

0.16 

3.0 

0.5 

7234 

— 

— 

— 

£308,778 

£1100 

9 

0.42 

2 

0.09 

1.2 

0.2 

7244 

— 

— 

— 

£307,198 

£1150 

11 

0.49 

— 

— 

1.6 

0.09 

7266 

— 

— 

— 

£307,430 

£1200 

8 

0.33 

3 

0.12 

2.01 

0.16 

7508 

46 

£309.816 

£1230 

* Non-assisted. 

f To  the  total  of  this  column  have  to  be  added  the  39  houses  taken  over  by  this 
Authority  upon  the  extension  of  boundaries  in  1933,  and  the  10  houses  in  Hat'ner- 
leigh  Gardens  purchased  in  1945,  making  a grand  total  of  444.  (See  page  46). 

not  available. 
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TABLE  II 

Vital  Statistics  of  Bognor  Regis  compared  with  the  Vital 
Statistics  of  the  County  of  West  Sussex,  1946 


Urban 

Districts 

Rural 

Districts 

Adminis- 

trative 

County 

Bognor 

Regis 

Population  (estimated  by 
Registrar-General  for 

calculation  of  Birth  and 
Death  Rates)  

158,590 

130,900 

289,490 

24,330 

Number  of  Live  Births  

2,758 

2,462 

5,220 

402  (351) 

Birth  Rate  

17.39  (15.67) 

18.80  (16.67) 

18.03  (16.13) 

16.52  (15.53) 

Number  of  Deaths  

2,474 

1,639 

4,113 

341  (342) 

Death  Rate  

15.60  (16.62) 

12.52  (13.55) 

14.20  (15.20) 

14.02  (15.13) 

Number  of  Deaths  of  In- 
fants under  1 year  

108 

73 

181 

15  (12) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

39  (35) 

30  (36) 

35  (36) 

37.31  (34.18) 

Number  of  Maternal 

Deaths  

1 

3 

4 

-(1) 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  Births 

0.3  (1.7) 

1.2  (0.5) 

0.7  (1.1) 

-.(2.9) 

Number  of  Deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  (Respira- 
tory System)  

53  (62) 

37  (45) 

90  (107) 

8 (11) 

Death  Rate  from  Tuber- 
culosis (Respiratory 

System) 

0.33  (0.43) 

0.27  (0.37) 

0.31  (0.40) 

0.33  (0.49) 

Number  of  Deaths  from 
Cancer 

425  (384) 

266  (278) 

691  (662) 

68  (42) 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer 

2.7  (2.6) 

2.0  (2.2) 

2.4  (2.4) 

2.79  (1.86) 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

0.12  (0.08) 

0.04  (0.07) 

0.08  (0.08) 

0.12  (— ) 

Natural  Increase — Excess 
of  Births  over  Deaths 

284 

823 

1,107 

61  (9) 

STATISTICS  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  19.1  (16.1) 

Death  Rate 11.5(11.4) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  43  (46) 

(The  figures  in  brackets  represent  the  rates  for  the  year  1945) 
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SECTION  I. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OF  THE  AREA 


1. — General  Statistics 

Area  in  acres 
Population  (Census,  1921) 

Population  (Census,  1931) 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population  (1946) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1946) 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census,  1921) 
Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census,  1931) 
Rateable  value  (April  1st,  1947)  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (April  1st,  1947) 


2,695 

11,490 

13,510 

24,330 

2,237 

7,508 

2,525 

3,239 

£309,816 

£1,230 


2. — Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 
The  district  is  a residential  one  and  essentially  a seaside  health  resort.  There 
are  no  large  factories,  and  there  are  no  occupations  which  have  a definitely  prejudicial 
effect  on  health. 


3. — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year 


Births  : — Ttl. 

Live  Births-  - 

Legitimate  367 

Illegitimate  35 


402 


Males 

Fem. 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of 

the  estimated 

resident 

187 

180 

population  

16.52 

19 

16 

206 

196 

Still  Births — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

Legitimate  

11 

6 

5 and  still  births)  births 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 ..  28.99 

Deaths  : — 


12  6 6 

341  155  186 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  Resident 
Population  14.02 

(See  page  19) 


Total  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  ...  ....  ....  127 

(Percentage  of  total  deaths,  37.24) 

Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth  : — 

From  Sepsis  ....  0 

From  other  causes  ........  0 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  15 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  37.31 

There  were  367  legitimate  children  born  and  12  deaths,  therefore  the  death 

rate  per  1,000  is  .......*  32.7 

There  were  35  illegitimate  children  born  and  3 deaths,  therefore  the  death 

rate  per  1,000  is  85.71 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ..  ....  68 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ...  . 1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years  of  age)  ....  ...  ...  ....  0 
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BIRTHS 

The  following  figures  show  for  1946  and  for  each  year  since  1910,  the 
number  of  births,  the  birth  rates,  and  the  proportion  at  birth  of  males 
and  females. 


Total 

Births 

Males 

Females 

Birth 

Rate 

No.  of  males  horn 
per  100  females 

1910 

130 

58 

72 

16.0 

80.5 

1911 

153 

82 

71 

18.6 

1 15.5 

1912 

133 

68 

65 

15.8 

104.6 

1913 

151 

77 

74 

17.5 

104.05 

1914 

165 

79 

86 

18.7 

91.8 

1915 

132 

80 

52 

15.0 

153.8 

1916 

121 

58 

63 

14.6 

92.06 

1917 

115 

64 

51 

12.5 

125.4 

1918 

123 

54 

69 

13.2 

78.2 

1919 

122 

69 

53 

13.9 

130.1 

1920 

172 

96 

76 

19.7 

126.3 

1921 

131 

69 

62 

11.4 

111.2 

1922 

118 

65 

53 

10.2 

122.6 

1923 

109 

74 

35 

9.3 

211.4 

1924 

127 

66 

61 

10.4 

108.2 

1925 

174 

90 

84 

13.6 

107.1 

1926 

169 

86 

83 

12.0 

103.6 

1927 

169 

85 

84 

11.4 

101.1 

1928 

179 

98 

81 

11.1 

120.09 

1929 

164 

87 

77 

11.4 

113.0 

1930 

162 

84 

78 

10.3 

107.6 

1931 

168 

82 

86 

13.3 

95.3 

1932 

169 

72 

97 

12.9 

74.2 

1933 

202 

no 

92 

12.3 

119.5 

1934 

225 

106 

119 

12.5 

89.07 

1935 

226 

114 

112 

12.3 

101.8 

1936 

235 

121 

114 

12.4 

106.1 

1937 

248 

125 

123 

12.7 

101.5 

1938 

260 

135 

125 

13.1 

108.0 

1939 

259 

124 

135 

12.5 

91.9 

1940 

252 

126 

126 

10.8 

100.0 

1941 

269 

135 

134 

12.7 

101.0 

1942 

402 

217 

185 

19.2 

117.3 

1943 

387 

198 

189 

19.4 

104.8 

1944 

394 

201 

193 

18.4 

104.1 

1945 

351 

180 

171 

15.5 

105.3 

1946 

402 

206 

196 

16.5 

105.1 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1946  was  19.1  live  births 
per  1,000. 


WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  BIRTHS 


Ward 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Central 

11 

12 

23 

East 

94 

82 

176 

Felpham 

22 

12 

34 

North 

28 

37 

65 

West 

9 

16 

25 

Total 

164 

159 

323 

The  foregoing  are  unadjusted  figures,  i.e.  ones  compiled  from  returns 
supplied  by  the  local  Registrar,  and  therefore  differ  from  the  total  number 
of  births  assigned  to  the  district  by  the  Registrar-General. 
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CHART  SHOWING  THE  BIRTH  RATE  OF  BOGNOR  REGIS 

SINCE  1916 


The  dotted  line  represents  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  district  was  extended  on  April  1st,  1933. 
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NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  THE  POPULATION 

The  following  figures  show  the  natural  increase  in  population,  or  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths,  from  1910-1946. 


Total 

Births 

Total 

Deaths 

Natural 

Increase 

1910 

130 

82 

48 

1911 

153 

105 

48 

1912 

133 

110 

23 

1913 

151 

112 

39 

1914 

165 

122 

43 

1915 

132 

104 

28 

1916 

121 

92 

29 

1917 

115 

105 

10 

1918 

123 

121 

2 

1919 

122 

107 

15 

1920 

172 

111 

61 

1921 

131 

112 

19 

1922 

118 

110 

8 

1923 

109 

101 

8 

1924 

127 

114 

13 

1925 

174 

117 

57 

1926 

169 

130 

39 

1927 

169 

130 

39 

1928 

179 

137 

42 

1929 

164 

163 

1 

1930 

162 

146 

16 

1931 

168 

149 

19 

1932 

169 

152 

17 

1933 

202 

202 

0* 

1934 

225 

215 

10 

1935 

226 

224 

2 

1936 

235 

267 

0* 

1937 

248 

282 

0* 

1938 

260 

272 

0* 

1939 

259 

280 

0* 

1940 

252 

313 

0* 

1941 

269 

345 

0* 

1942 

402 

346 

56 

1943 

387 

335 

52 

1944 

394 

329 

65 

1945 

351 

342 

9 

1946 

402 

341 

61 

* Deaths  exceed  births. 


It  will  be  noted  from  Table  IV  (page  18)  which  analyses  the  causes  of 
death,  that  a very  large  percentage  is  attributable  to  elderly  people,  and  it 
will  be  appreciated  that  in  a seaside  health  resort  there  is  a disproportionately 
large  number  of  residents  of  advanced  years. 
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TABLE  III— Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1946  and  previous  ten  years 


Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District 

CO 

0 

w> 

d 

Rate 

(See 

page 

19) 

CO 

-•♦ft-^r}<(MlOCOTfTOO 

TfH^cooicocdcocoioiC'^ 

< 

♦Num- 

ber 

OJ 

MNNOMIOCOIOONh 

0cor-cOrH^^co(M^^ 

C4CMCNCNCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 

Under  1 year  of  age 

Rate  per 
1,000  net 
Births 

= 

COTtOOrHl-OCOCCO^CO 

ciTjicoci^ot^Tjicc^t-' 

r^^lOCMCO^TtflOCOCOCO 

♦Num- 

ber 

o 

OrH^COOO^OJ^COCqiO 

TOHH  ^H^CM^rTOr-H 

Transferable 

Deaths  f 

Of  Residents 
not  Regd. 
in  the 
District 

& 

OOfMOCOCOrHOO^lCCU- 

TtfCO^lOCOOJr-lCO-Hrt-H 

rH  i-TO  pH  i— I >-H 

Of  non- 
residents 
Regd.  in  the 
District 

00 

l> 

CM  (M  CO  f>l  7C  Cq  — « CM  ph  (M  'M 

CO  TO 

^•5  t5 

15x>-c 

S 0 -ts 

n •- 

0 

-M 

o5 

« 

OOQCOOt^TOt'COCOOp^ 

WWNOHWHHOOjd 

-h  (/)  H 

2 ‘So  0 

O 0 

♦Num- 

ber 

CO 

COCO-^COIOOOCOIO^COCO 

rfft^UO^I>I>^CMCOCMTtc 

(MCMCMCMCMCMCMCMCMCMCM 

| 

Births 

W N 

Rate 

io 

Tf<t^pHlOGOl><MTt<TffiOiO 
ci  Cvi  CO  CM  O CM  ci  05  00  id  co 

jaq 

! -mn^ 

iOCOOC5NC5CMt'*TjfpHCM 

CO^COiOiOCOOoOOiiOO 

CMCMCMCMCMCM^COCOCOtH 

Uncor- 
rected 
Numbers  1 

CO 

^CMC5005C5^10CMpHCO 

(M^TflOOlOCO^t^COCMCM 

CMCMCMCMCMCMCOOICOCOCO 
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TABLE  IV 


Deaths  Registered  during  the  year  1946,  classified  by  age  and  cause 

(See  notes  on  next  page) 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District 

C fl 

W 

C fl 

« 

Causes  of  Death 

Column  1 

AU 

Ages 

<U  <3 

fl  >» 

rH 

3 

C4 

U.  (_ 

(0  V 

^ fl 

rH  fl 

4 

» o 

I 

<M 

5 

•O 

T 

to 

6 

a 

i 

to 

»H 

7 

00  26—46 

i tO 

! I 

to 

9 

1 

x}  «8 

Sjs 
2 B4 

10 

< 

55 

11 

< 

S 

W 

fe 

12 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

fevers  

— 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  

4.  Whooping  Cough 

1 

i 

i 

5.  Diphtheria  

1 

— 

i 

i 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system  

8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5 

3 

7 

i 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

2 

i 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases  

9.  Influenza  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

10.  Measles  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

11.  Acute polio-myel.  and  polio- 
enceph 

12.  Acute  inf.  enceph 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity, 
oesoph  and  uterus 

11 

5 

6 

5 

6 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  

9 

2 

7 

2 

7 

16.  Cancer  of  breast  

11 

6 

5 

— 

11 

16.  Cancer — other  sites 

37 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

14 

21 

23 

14 

17.  Diabetes  

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

5 

18.  Intra-cranial  vase,  lesions 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

28 

9 

25 

19.  Heart  disease  

103 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

15 

85 

45 

58 

20.  Otherdiseasesofcirc. system 

11 

2 

9 

6 

5 

21.  Bronchitis 

10 

3 

7 

4 

6 

22.  Pneumonia 

11 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

4 

7 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

— 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

26.  Appendicitis  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

10 

5 

5 

3 

7 

28.  Nephritis 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

11 

13 

5 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abort, 
sepsis  

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

31.  Premature  birth 

5 

5 

4 

1 

32.  Congen.  malformations,  etc. 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

2 

33.  Suicide 

2 

1 ‘ 

1 

1 

1 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

36.  Other  violent  causes 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 ; 

— 

2 

— 

36.  All  other  causes 

32 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

27 

14 

18 

TOTAL  

341 

16 

i 

— 

2 

2 

15 

78 

228 

155 

186 
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DEATHS 

Age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  population  has  a definite  effect  upon  the 
death  rate.  The  particular  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  population  of 
Bognor  Regis  favours  a high  crude  death  rate,  i.e.  the  number  of  deaths  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  chiefly  because  of  the  disproportionately  large 
number  of  people  of  advanced  years  residing  in  the  district.  Bognor  Regis, 
in  common  with  the  other  South  Coast  towns,  is  a favourite  residential  district 
for  invalids  and  elderly  people  who  have  retired.  This  is  a circumstance 
which  has  always  been  borne  in  mind  when  considering  the  general  death 
rate  in  the  past. 

From  1934  to  1940  the  Registrar-General  supplied  an  “ Areal  Compara- 
bility Factor  ” for  adjusting  the  local  death  rate  to  make  it  comparable, 
from  a mortality  point  of  view,  with  the  crude  death  rate  of  the  country  as 
a whole,  or  with  the  mortality  of  any  other  local  area,  the  crude  death  rate 
of  which  should  have  been  similarly  modified  by  the  factor  particularly 
applying  to  such  district. 

The  “ Areal  Comparability  Factor  ” for  Bognor  Regis  was  0.83,  and  the 
crude  death  rate  was  multiplied  by  this  figure  to  obtain  the  adjusted  death 
rate.  It  is  not  intended  to  explain  here  the  method  adopted  by  the  Registrar- 
General  in  calculating  the  “ Areal  Comparability  Factor,”  but  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  Factor  was  based  on  the  1931  census  population.  The 
adjusted  death  rate  for  Bognor  Regis  for  the  years  1938-1940  inclusive  are 
given  below,  together  with  the  crude  death  rates  for  the  years  1941-1945 
inclusive,  during  which  years  no  comparability  factor  was  issued. 


Crude 

Adjusted 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1938 

13.7 

11.4 

1939 

12.4 

10.3 

1940 

13.4 

11.3 

1941 

16.2 

(no  comparability  factor  issued) 

1942  

16.5 

t t a a a 

1943  

16.8 

a it  >t  a 

1944 

15.4 

it  a a it 

1945 

15.1 

it  it  tt  it 

Other  factors  influencing  crude  death  rates  are  the  birth  and  death  rates 
of  a district  for  previous  years.  Thus,  if  a district  has  had  a low  death  rate 
for  a number  of  years,  the  proportion  of  elderly  people  in  the  population  will 
be  raised  and  this  will  favour  a high  death  rate  in  subsequent  years.  A low 
birth  rate  for  a number  of  years  will  have  the  same  effect,  for  a similar  reason. 

THE  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  BOGNOR  REGIS  PEOPLE  WAS 
341.  AND  THE  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  OF  THE  POPULA- 
TION WAS  14.0.  THE  DEATH  RATE  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 
WAS  11.5. 

It  will  be  noted  in  Table  IV,  where  the  deaths  at  all  ages  are 
analysed,  that  over  66  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  are  of  persons  from  65 
years  of  age  and  upwards. 


SEASONAL  MORTALITY 

The  mortality  in  the  four  Quarters  of  the  year  is  shown  below  : — - 


Deaths 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 

Rate  for  England 
and  Wales 

First  Quarter 

118 

19.4 

14.8 

Second  Quarter 

77 

12.7 

10.7 

Third  Quarter 

67 

11.0 

9.3 

Fourth  Quarter 

79 

13.0 

11.3 

341 

14.0 

11.5 
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CHART  SHOWING  THE  DEATH  RATE  OF  BOGNOR  REGIS 

SINCE  1916 


Bognor  Regis  adjusted  Death  Rate  (see  page  19). 

■ ■ ■ « England  and  Wales  Death  Rate. 

WNM  Bognor  Regis  Crude  Death  Rate  for  years  1931-1946. 

The  district  was  extended  on  1st  April,  1933. 
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WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS 


Ward 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Central 

36 

34 

70 

East  ... 

40 

55 

95 

Felpham 

24 

35 

59 

North 

26 

23 

49 

West  .... 

29 

39 

68 

TOTAL 

155 

186 

341 

The  principal  causes  of  death  from  1938  to  1946  inclusive  are  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Pulmonary  Tubercu- 
losis   

11 

8 

11 

17 

16 

14 

9 

11 

8 

Other  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis   

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

3 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

15 

8 

7 

9 

11 

6 

7 

8 

11 

Bronchitis  and  other 
diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system 

7 

5 

11 

17 

9 

21 

13 

18 

12 

Diseases  of  heart  and 
blood  vessels 

106 

100 

112 

107 

130 

84 

127 

126 

114 

Intra-cranial  vascular 
lesions  

23 

30 

38 

35 

37 

44 

33 

49 

34 

Cancer  

27 

43 

40 

56 

51 

62 

56 

42 

68 

DEATHS  IN  HOSPITALS  AND  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS 

During  the  year,  127  deaths  of  Bognor  Regis  residents  occurred  in 
hospitals  and  public  institutions. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  figures  given  below  do  not  represent  the 
total  number  of  persons  who  have  died  during  1946  in  the  institutions  and 
hospitals  named,  but  refer  merely  to  deaths  of  persons  who  normally  resided 
in  Bognor  Regis. 


Hospital  or  Institution 

Number 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 

Bognor  Regis  War  Memorial  Hospital  ... 

21 

6.1 

East  Preston  Institution 

1 

.3 

Graylingwell  Hospital 

12 

3.5 

St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester 

55 

16.1 

Aldingbourne  Sanatorium 

2 

.6 

Royal  West  Sussex  Hospital 

20 

5.9 

Swandean  Hospital,  Worthing 

1 

.3 

Others 

10 

2.9 

Royal  Alexandra  Hospital,  Brighton 

3 

.9 

Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital,  Brighton 

1 

.3 

Bognor  Regis  Isolation  Hospital 

1 

3 

TOTALS  

127 

37.24 

21 


CHART  SHOWING  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  PER  1000  BIRTHS 
IN  BOGNOR  REGIS  SINCE  1916 


The  dotted  line  represents  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  district  was  extended  on  April  1st,  1933. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  total  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  15,  or  37  per  1,000  births, 


Year 

No.  of 
Infant 
deaths 

Proportion 

per 

1,000  births 

Percentage  of 
total  deaths 
at  all  ages 

Infant  Mortality 
rate  in  England 
and  Wales 

1910 

7 

53 

8.5 

106 

1911 

15 

98 

14.3 

130 

1912 

16 

120 

14.5 

95 

1913 

14 

92 

12.5 

109 

1914 

13 

78 

10.7 

105 

1915 

9 

68 

8.6 

110 

1916 

3 

24 

3.3 

91 

1917 

5 

43 

4.8 

97 

1918 

8 

65 

6.6 

97 

1919 

6 

49 

5.6 

89 

1920 

7 

40 

6.3 

80 

1921 

9 

68 

8.0 

83 

1922 

7 

59 

6.4 

77 

1923 

7 

64 

6.9 

69 

1924 

7 

55 

6.1 

75 

1925 

6 

34 

5.1 

75 

1926 

7 

41 

5.4 

70 

1927 

10 

59 

7.7 

69 

1928 

9 

50 

6.6 

65 

1929 

4 

24 

2.4 

70 

1930 

11 

68 

7.5 

60 

1931 

o 

30 

3.4 

66 

1932 

5 

30 

3.3 

65 

1933 

13 

64 

6.4 

64 

1934 

14 

62 

6.5 

59 

1935 

9 

39 

4.0 

57 

1936 

10 

43 

3.7 

59 

1937 

11 

44 

3.9 

58 

1938 

14 

53 

5.1 

53 

1939 

6 

22 

2.1 

50 

1940 

8 

31 

2.6 

55 

1941 

11 

40 

3.2 

59 

1942 

19 

47 

5.5 

49 

1943 

21 

54 

6.3 

49 

1944 

13 

33 

4.0 

46 

1945 

12 

34 

3.5 

46 

1946 

15 

37 

4.4 

43 

It  wall  be  noted  in  the  following  table,  where  the  causes  of  death  of 
children  under  1 year  are  analysed,  that  there  is  little  definite  control.  With 
a very  small  number  of  births,  as  in  this  area,  a few  extra  deaths  will  con- 
siderably increase  the  infantile  mortality  rate,  as  shown  in  the  table  above. 
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The  causes  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  for  the  last  nine  years 
are  as  follows  : — 


Causes  of  Infant 
Deaths 

D 

eaths  o 
one  y 

f Infants  unde 
ear  of  age 

r 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Measles 











' 







Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia 

4 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Tubercular  diseases 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Premature  birth 

6 

1 

1 

2 

8 

5 

5 

6 

5 

Atrophy,  Debility 
and  Marasmus 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Intestinal  Obstruc- 
tion 

1 

Diphtheria  and 

Croup 

Injury  at  birth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malfor- 
mations 

1 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2 

All  other  causes 

1 

2 

— 

3 

4 

5 

6 

2 

4 

TOTAL — all  causes 

14 

6 

8 

11 

19 

21 

13 

12 

15 

WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 
UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


Ward 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Central 

1 

1 

2 

East 

2 

3 

5 

Felpham 

i 

2 

3 

North 

2 

3 

5 

West 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

6 

9 

15 

24 


TABLE  V 


Infantile  Mortality  1946 


Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year 


\ 

Causes  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under  one  month 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  Deaths  under 

one  year 

Smallpox  

Chickenpox  

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

i 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas  

Tubercular  meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

i 

Tubercular  peritonitis 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

Meningitis  (not  Tubercular) 

Convulsions  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Laryngitis 

1 

— 

i 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea  

Enteritis  

Gastritis  

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlaying  ... 

Injury  at  birth  

Atelectasis 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

Premature  birth  

4 

1 

— 



5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

Influenza  . 

Icterus  Neonatorum  

Axphyxia  Neonatorum 

Toxaemia 

Syncope  

Intestinal  Obstruction 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  causes  

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3' 

ALL  CAUSES 

5 

4 

1 

1 

11 

2 

2 

— 

15 

Nett  births  in  the  year  (Legitimate  367),  (Illegitimate  35)  : 402. 

Nett  deaths  under  1 year  of  age  (Legitimate  infants  12),  (Illegitimate  3) : 15 
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The  following  table  shows  the  birth  rates,  death  rates  and  infantile 
mortality  rates  for  the  years  1935  to  1946. 


Years 

No.  of 
Births 

Birth 
Rate  per 
1,000  of  the 
population 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Death 
Rate  per 
1,000  of  the 
population 

Infantile 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000  births 

1935 

226 

12.3 

224 

12.1 

40 

1936 

235 

12.4 

267 

11.7 

43 

1937 

248 

12.7 

282 

11.9 

44 

1938 

260 

13.1 

272 

11.4 

54 

1939 

259 

12.5 

280 

10.3 

22 

1940 

252 

10.8 

313 

11.3 

32 

1941 

269 

12.7 

345 

16.2 

41 

1942 

402 

19.2 

346 

16.5 

47 

1943 

387 

19.4 

335 

16.8 

54 

1944 

394 

18.4 

329 

15.4 

33 

1945 

351 

15.5 

342 

15.1 

34 

1946 

402 

16.5 

341 

14.0 

37 

CANCER 

Under  this  term  are  grouped  all  deaths  registered  as  due  to  cancer, 
malignant  disease,  epithelioma,  sarcoma,  etc. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  1946  was  68.  The  mortality  from  this 


cause  for  the  years  1935-1946  inclusive  is  as  follows  : — 


Deaths 

Death  rate  per 

Years 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1,000  population 

1935 

12 

25 

37 

2.00 

1936 

17 

40 

57 

3.01 

1937 

17 

23 

40 

2.04 

1938 

12 

15 

27 

1.36 

1939 

22 

21 

43 

1.89 

1940 

14 

26 

40 

1.07 

1941 

29 

27 

56 

2.63 

1942 

25 

26 

51 

2.43 

1943 

22 

40 

62 

3.11 

1944 

27 

29 

56 

2.62 

1945 

25 

17 

42 

1.86 

1946 

30 

38 

68 

2.79 

In  the  following  table,  the  sites  of  fatal  cancer  for  both  sexes  are  shown 
for  the  year  1946  : — 


Buccal 
cavity  (lip 
tongue,  etc.) 

Stomach 

Liver 

Intestines, 

rectum, 

peritoneum 

Genital 

Organs 

Breast 

Skin 

Other 

Organs 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

2 

— 

3 

8 

7 

5 

— 

6 

— 

11 

— 

— 

18 

8 

30 

38 

Ages. 

The  following  were  the  ages  of  all  persons  dying  from  cancer  : — 

MALES. — 38,  50,  three  at  53,  55,  56,  two  at  57,  58,  59,  60,  two  at 
64,  two  at  65,  two  at  66,  two  at  68,  two  at  69,  two  at  70, 
74,  76,  78,  two  at  80,  89. 

FEMALES.— 44,  45,  47,  48,  51,  two  at  52,  54,  57,  two  at  59,  63, 
three  at  64,  two  at  65,  66,  two  at  67,  two  at  69,  73, 
74,  75,  four  at  76,  78,  79,  three  at  80,  81,  82,  83,  89. 
67.7  per  cent,  of  the  cases  are  over  60  years  of  age. 
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CHART  SHOWING  DEATH  RATES  FROM  CANCER  IN 
BOGNOR  REGIS  SINCE  1916 


The  dotted  line  represents  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  district  was  extended  on  April  1st,  1933. 


27 


SECTION  II 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

The  following  is  a a list  of  the  diseases  which  are  now  notifiable  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 

Typhoid,  Enteric  & Paratyphoid  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Malaria 

Dysentery 

Smallpox 

Typhus 


Relapsing  Fever 
Plague 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Polioencephalitis 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Whooping  Cough 


Measles 

Diseases  which  are  not  notifiable  are  German  Measles,  Mumps,  Chicken- 
pox  and  Influenza. 


Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  4,  which  was  2 more 
than  last  year.  The  attack  rate  was  0.16  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  incidence  and  fatality  of  diphtheria  in  Bognor  Regis  is  shown  in  the 
table  below  : — 


Year 

Population 

Cases 

Deaths 

Fatality 
per  cent. 

1917 

8,995 

13 

4 

30.8 

1918 

9,299 

22 

2 

9.1 

1919' 

9,738 

96 

6 

6.2 

1920 

9,722 

75 

6 

8.0 

1921 

11,490 

21 

— 

— 

1922 

11,580 

3 

— 

— 

1923 

11,670 

9 

1 

11.1 

1924 

12,180 

6 

— 

— 

1925 

12,800 

6 

— 

— 

1926 

14,022 

4 

— 

— 

1927 

14,800 

30 

2 

6.6 

1928 

15,200 

35 

2 

5.7 

1929 

14,360 

10 

* 

— 

1930 

15,750 

15 

1 

6.6 

1931 

12,600 

36 

2 

5.6 

1932 

13,080 

12 

2 

16.6 

1933 

17,530 

21 

1 

4.8 

1934 

17,990 

23 

2 

8.7 

1935 

18,440 

36 

— 

— 

1936 

18,930 

39 

— 

— 

1937 

19,560 

23 

1 

4.3 

1938 

19,890 

12 

— 

— 

1939 

22,650 

15 

1 

6.7 

1940 

23,410 

12 

1 

8.3 

1941 

21,260 

2 

* 

— 

1942 

20,970 

9 

1 

11.1 

1943 

19,950 

10 

2 

20.0 

1944 

21,360 

5 

— 

— 

1945 

22,590 

2 

— 

— 

1946 

24,330 

4 

1 

25.0 

As  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  no  deaths  have  occurred  of  immunised 
children  (see  page  43  for  statistics  relating  to  immunisation). 
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Seven  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  following  is 


an  analysis  of  the  cases  : — 

Local  cases  4 

Visitor  1 

Cases  from  Chichester  Rural  District  2 


7 


Scarlet  Fever. 


During  the  year  49  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  33  last  year. 
The  attack  rate  was  2.01  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  incidence  and  fatality  of  this  disease  since  1917  is  shown  below  : — 


Year 

Population 

Cases 

Deaths 

Fatality 
per  cent. 

1017 

8,995 

0 





1918 

9,299 

5 

— 

— 

1919 

9,738 

20 

— 

— 

1920 

9,722 

12 

— 

— 

1921 

11,490 

112 

1 

.9 

1922 

11,580 

24 

— 

— 

1923 

11,670 

19 

— 

— 

1924 

12.180 

20 

— 

— 

1925 

12,800 

22 

— 

— 

1926 

14,022 

15 

— 

— 

1927 

14,800 

17 

— 

— 

1928 

15,200 

11 

— 

— 

1929 

14,360 

19 

— 

— 

1930 

15,750 

24 

— 

— 

1931 

12,600 

25 

— 

— 

1932 

13,080 

43 

— 

— 

1933 

17,530 

24 

— 

— 

1934 

17,990 

120 

— 

— 

1935 

18,440 

118 

— 

— 

1936 

18,930 

41 

1 

2.4 

1937 

19,560 

32 

— 

— 

1938 

19,890 

41 

— 

— 

1939 

22,650 

30 

— 

— 

1940 

23,410 

51 

— 

— 

1941 

21,260 

60 

' 

— 

1942 

20,970 

45 

— 

— 

1943 

19,950 

60 

— 

— 

1944 

21,360 

25 

— 

— 

1945 

22,590 

33 

— 

— 

1946 

24,330 

49 

— 

— 

Forty-eight  cases  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  cases  admitted  : — 

Local  34 

Local  contacts  with  previous  cases 7 

Visitors  3 

Cases  from  Chichester  Rural  District  4 

48 
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TABLE  VI 


WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF 
NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Ward 

Disease 

Central 

East 

Felpham 

North 

West 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

15 

5 

12 

7 

49 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

1 

— 

i 

*) 

Pneumonia 

3 

5 

— 

7 

i 

16 

Measles 

6 

12 

28 

10 

19 

75 

Whooping 

Cough 

22 

19 

16 

28 

14 

99 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

1 

2 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

5 

1 

6 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Acute  Ant. 
Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

43 

52 

50 

67 

45 

257 

TABLE  VII 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  are  details  of  cases  notified  during  1946  showing  in  the 
age  analysis  columns  the  final  figures  after  any  necessary  re-diagnosis  : — 


AGE  ANALYSIS 

(after  any  necessary  correction  of  diagnosis) 


Origi- 

nally 

Notified 

Under 

1 

1 

to 

2 

3 
to 

4 

t5 

to 

9 

10 

to 

14 

15 

to 

24 

25 

to 

44 

45 

to 

64 

65 

plus 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

49 

2 

5 

5 

20 

9 

3 

5 

— 

— 

49 

Diphtheria 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

99 

7 

24 

27 

37 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

99 

Measles 

75 

3 

15 

13 

26 

ii 

3 

2 

2 

— 

75 

Acute  Pneumonia 

16 

— 

2 

2 

2 

i 

2 

— 

5 

2 

16 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 



— 

1 

Paratyphoid  B.  Fever 

6 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

6 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia 

2 

~ 

1 

1 

2 

neonatorum 

Acute  Ant. 

1 

1 

1 

poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

257 

13 

46 

47 

86 

25 

16 

11 

9 

4 

257 
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CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

* . * * . « < \ . 1 , « \ 

When  an  infectious  disease  is  notified,  a thorough  investigation  is  carried 
out  immediately.  In  the  case  of  children,  all  contacts  are  excluded  from 
School  for  the  regulation  periods,  as  specified  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
and  the  head  teachers  notified.  There  is  now  a complete  co-operation 
between  the  Sunday  School  correspondents  and  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment, and  when  children  are  excluded  from  the  day  school,  they  are  also 
excluded  from  the  Sunday  School. 

BOGNOR  REGIS  U.D.C.  ACT,  1936  (Section  88) 

Under  this  Section,  every  registered  medical  practitioner  attending  on 
a person  in  the  district  who  is  or  is  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  food  poison- 
ing shall  forthwith  on  becoming  aware  that  such  person  is  or  is  suspected  to 
be  so  suffering  send  to  the  Medical  Officer  a notification  of  the  case.  No 
c ases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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Measles. 

Deaths  since  1915  are  as  follows.  Where  years  have  been  grouped 
together,  the  death  rate  for  that  particular  group  is  an  average  for  the  five 
years. 


Total 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

1915—1919 

9 

.21 

1920—1924 

1 

.018 

1925—1929 

— 

— 

1930 



_ 

1931 

— 

— 

1932 

1 

.07 

1933 

— 

— 

1934 

— 

— 

1935 

— 

— 

1936 

— 

— 

1937 

— 

— 

1938 

— 

— 

1939 

— 

— 

1940 

— 

— 

1941 

— 

— 

1942 

— 

— 

1943 

— 

— 

1944 

— 

— 

1945 

— 

— 

1946 

1 

.04 

Whooping  Gough. 

The  mortality  record  is  as  follows  : — 


Deaths 

Death  Rate 

The  total  number 

of  deaths  from  whoo 
1910  to  1930  was  9 

ring  cough  from 

1931 

1 

.08 

1932 

1 

.08 

193.3 

— 

— 

1934 

2 

.11 

1935 

— 

— 

1936 

— 

— 

1937 

— 

— 

1938 

1 

.05 

1939 

— 

— 

1940 

— 

— 

1941 

1 

.04 

1942 

1 

.05 

1943 

— 

— 

1944 

— 

— 

1945 

— 

— 

1946 

1 

.04 

Measles  and  whooping  cough  became  notifiable  infectious  diseases  on  the 
23rd  October,  1939. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Thirty-four  new  cases  (compared  with  27  in  1945)  were  added  to  the 
register  during  1946  : — 

Pulmonary — Males  13  Non-pulmonary — Males  1 

Females  17  Females  3 

30  4 


One  female  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  previously  removed 
from  the  Register,  was  restored  to  it  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis  Cases  on  the  Register,  December  31st,  1946 


Ward 

F 

'ulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

Central  

17 

16 

33 

6 

7 

13 

46 

East 

16 

23 

39 

9 

7 

16 

56 

Felpham 

18 

24 

42 

6 

6 

12 

54 

North  

17 

16 

33 

8 

10 

18 

51 

West 

21 

23 

44 

6 

12 

18 

62 

TOTAL 

89 

102 

191 

35 

42 

77 

268 

The  ages  of  the  new  cases  in  1946  and  of  the  fatal  cases  for  the  same 
year  are  shown  below  : — 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

1 

1 

1 — 5 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 15  years 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15 — 25  years 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years 

4 

6 

— 

1 

3 

1 

' 

— 

35 — 45  years 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years 

3 

4 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

17 

1 

3 

7 

1 

1 

1 

Of  the  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  3 had  not  been  notified  or  other- 
wise been  placed  on  the  Register  during  life. 
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CHART  SHOWING  DEATH-RATES  FROM  PULMONARY 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND  OTHER  TUBERCULAR  DISEASES 

SINCE  1916 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — Bognor  Regis. 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — England  and  Wales. 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases— Bognor  Regis. 


The  district  was  extended  on  April  1st,  1933. 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  mortality  from  tuberculosis  (pulmo- 
nary and  non-pulmonary)  in  Bognor  Regis  and  in  England  and  Wales  since 
1935  : — 


Year 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

Bognor  Regis 

England  and  Wales 

1935 

13 

0.70 

0.718 

1936 

14 

0.74 

0.692 

1937 

13 

0.66 

0.695 

1938 

13 

0.65 

0.635 

1939 

10 

0.44 

0.636 

1940 

12 

0.51 

0.697 

1941 

18 

0.84 

0.728 

1942 

22 

1.05 

0.657 

1943 

15 

0.752 

0.668 

1944 

12 

0.562 

0.627 

1945 

11 

0.487 

0.619 

1946 

10 

0.411 

0.547 

In  the  following  tables,  the  mortality  since  1935  is  shown  (at  all  ages, 
and  for  the  first  five  years  of  life.) 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  at  all  ages.  (Pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary) 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Total 

1935 

12 

1 

13 

1936 

12 

2 

14 

1937 

10  . 

3 

13 

1938 

11 

2 

13 

1939 

8 

2 

10 

1940 

11 

1 

12 

1941 

17 

1 

18 

1942 

16 

6 

22 

1943 

14 

1 

15 

1944 

9 

3 

12 

1945 

11 

0 

11 

1946 

8 

2 

10 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  under  5 years  of  age  since  1935 

(Pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary) 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

1935 

0 

0 

0 

1936 

0 

1 

1 

1937 

0 

0 

0 

1938 

0 

1 

1 

1939 

0 

0 

0 

1940 

0 

0 

0 

1941 

0 

0 

0 

1942 

0 

2 . 

2 

1943 

0 

0 

0 

1944 

0 

0 

0 

1945 

0 

0 

0 

1946 

0 

1 

1 
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Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

These  regulations  prohibit  any  one  who  is  aware  that  he  is  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  from  being  employed  in  connection  with  a dairy 
in  any  manner  likely  to  create  danger  of  infection  of  the  milk.  No  action  was 
necessary  during  1946. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  172) 

This  Section  relates  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  No  action  was  found  necessary  during  the  year. 

Bognor  Regis  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1936. 

This  statute  gives  the  Council  new  power  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  prohibit  persons  in  an  advanced  state  of  tuber- 
culosis from  cooking,  preparing,  or  otherwise  handling  food.  No  action  was 
found  necessary  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  III. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 

Medical  Superintendent  : Dr.  H.  M.  Ayres. 

Matron  : Miss  L.  Woolnough,  s.r.n.,  r.f.n.,  s.c.m. 

The  establishment  provides  for  : — 

3 sisters  3 staff  nurses  5 assistant  nurses 

Owing,  however  to  the  shortage  of  nurses,  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
obtain  the  full  establishment  of  nurses  throughout  1946. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  situated  within  the  district  in 
Hawthorn  Road  in  four  and  a half  acres  of  ground.  It  consists  of  : — 

(а)  Staff  Home  with  administration  offices. 

(б)  Two  ward  blocks,  each  containing  male  and  female  wards,  bath- 
room, offices  and  duty-room.  One  block  provides  accommodation  for  10 
diphtheria  patients,  and  the  other  for  10  scarlet  fever  patients. 

(c)  Cubicle  Block,  which  consists  of  12  entirely  separate  single-bed 
wards,  to  be  used  for  cases  of  doubtful  infection  as  observation  cases,  and  for 
those  diseases  of  which  normally  only  small  numbers  of  cases  are  admitted. 
Unlike  the  other  ward  blocks,  the  cubicle  block  may  be  used  for  the  reception 
of  patients  suffering  from  different  diseases. 

(d)  A separate  block,  comprising  a Mortuary,  Disinfecting  Chamber 
Laundry,  Cycle  Shed,  Gardener’s  Office  and  Potting  Shed  and  Garage. 

(e)  A porter’s  lodge,  with  visitors’  enquiry  and  waiting  room. 

The  Cubicle  Block  is  being  utilised  fully,  and  has  proved  a boon,  especially 
as  it  will  be  noted  on  the  next  page  that  there  were  cases  of  mixed  infection 
during  the  year. 


ADMISSION  OF  PATIENTS  FROM  OUTSIDE  AREAS 

Under  an  existing  agreement,  patients  are  admitted  from  Chichester 
City,  and,  of  course,  this  is  reciprocated  in  times  of  need,  but  under  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1929,  arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  admission 
of  patients  from  the  Rural  Area  around  Bognor  Regis. 

It  must  be  appreciated  that  Public  Health  administration  can  never  be 
considered  in  terms  of  boundary  lines,  and,  at  the  present  time,  there  is  an 
extensive  urbanised  area  round  Bognor,  with  an  increasingly  large  popula- 
tion. Cases  of  infectious  disease  from  this  built-up  area  and  the  adjacent 
rural  area  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  by  agreement  with  the 
Rural  Authority. 
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The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  during  1946. 


Scarlet  Fever  ....  ....  ....  ...  ...  ....  48 

Diphtheria  ....  7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ....  ....  .......  1 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  ....  . & 

Chicken-pox  ....  ....  ...  ....  3 

Whooping  Cough 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Measles  . . 

Measles  and  Chorea  1 

Measles  and  Pneumonia  ....  ...  1 

Observation  ....  ...  12 

TOTAL 8!) 


Analysis  of  Cases  Admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  1941-46 


Number  admitted 


Total 

1941  to  1946 

From 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

No. 

% of  Total 

Private  Schools 









1 

1 

9 

0.2 

Convalescent  Homes 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

7 

0.9 

Hospitals 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

0.4 

Council  Houses 

8 

12 

9 

13 

8 

9 

59 

7.1 

Hotels 

Lodging  and  Apart- 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

6 

12 

1.5 

ment  Houses 
Homes  under  Chil- 

13 

— 

1 



2 

7 

23 

2.8 

dren  Acts 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  and  Milk  Shops 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

0.1 

Outside  Areas 

25 

22 

36 

26 

16 

8 

133 

16.1 

PRIVATE  HOUSES 

81 

67 

72 

66 

59 

56 

401 

48.4 

Evacuees’  Billets 
Military  Billets  (in- 

3 

5 

8 

21 

3 

— 

40 

4.8 

sideoroutsideu.D.) 

37 

13 

53 

28 

15 

— 

146 

17.6 

Camping  Grounds 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

0.1 

TOTALS 

170 

125 

181 

155 

108 

89 

828 

Of  the  total  number  of  89  cases  of  infectious  disease  admitted  during 
the  year,  56  were  from  private  houses,  where,  if  there  had  been  suitable 
accommodation,  they  might  have  been  isolated,  but  the  remaining  25  cases 
(excluding  cases  admitted  from  outside  areas)  or  30.9%  were  from  premises 
which  were  definitely  unsuitable  for  efficient  isolation. 
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HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  COUNTY 

COUNCIL 

1 . — Tuberculosis. 

There  is  a Sanatorium  for  the  treatment  of  cases  at  Aldingbourne  House, 
with  accommodation  for  67  persons. 


There  is  a ward  containing  12  beds  for  advanced  cases  at  the  Worthing 
Isolation  Hospital,  Swandean. 

Cases  of  Surgical  Tuberculosis  are  received  at  St.  Richard’s  Hospital, 
Chichester,  at  the  Royal  Sea-Bathing  Hospital,  Margate,  at  the  London 
Chest  Hospital,  Camberley,  and,  in  the  case  of  children,  at  Lord  Mayor 
Trcloar’s  Hospital  at  Alton,  Hants. 

The  number  of  patients  from  this  area  treated  at  sanatoria  were  : — 

Male  Female  Total 

Aldingbourne  House  11  6 17 

Swandean  Isolation  Hospital  2 1 3 

Lord  Mayor  Treloar’s  Hospital  ...  1 — 1 

Royal  Sea-Bathing  Hospital  ....  — 1 1 

London  Chest  Hospital,  Camberley  2 — 2 

St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester  1 — 1 

17  8 25 


2. — Maternity. 


The  County  Council  arranges  under  its  Scheme  for  expectant  mothers 
to  be  admitted  to  : — 


(a)  Brighton  Hospital  for  Women 

(b)  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoreham  

(c)  Worthing  Hospital  Maternity  Home 

(d)  Horsham  Maternity  Unit 

(e)  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester 
(/)  Zachary  Merton  Home,  Rustington 

(as  from  1947) 


No.  of  Beds 

2 (or  more  if  available) 

20  (or  more  if  available) 

5 (sharedwithWorthingB) 
18 

6 (4  for  emergency  cases) 
24  (plus  6 for  ante-natal 

conditions) 


Total  number  of  beds  reserved 


75  (or  more  if  available) 


The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  from  this  area  is  as  follows  : — 


(a)  Hospital  for  Women,  Brighton  10 

(b)  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoreham  21 

(c)  Worthing  Hospital  Maternity  Home  6 

(d)  Horsham  Maternity  Unit  16 

(e)  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester  28 

(/)  Hindhead  Maternity  Home  55 
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3.  — Children. 

The  County  Council  arranges  whenever  necessary  for  the  admission  of 
children  under  the  age  of  12  months  to  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoreham,  or 
St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester. 

4.  — Small-pox. 

Temporary  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council  for 
the  reservation  of  beds  in  the  Brede  Hospital  in  East  Sussex. 
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5.  — Mental. 

Accommodation  is  available  at  Graylingwell  Mental  Hospital  for  1,099 
patients. 

6.  — General. 

St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester,  which  is  available  for  general  cases 
has  an  accommodation  of  400  beds. 


HOSPITALS  NOT  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 
OR  COUNTY  COUNCIL  BUT  AVAILABLE  FOR  PATIENTS 
RESIDENT  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

Bognor  Regis  War  Memorial  Hospital  (26  beds). 

Royal  West  Sussex  Hospital,  Chichester  (212  beds). 

Bognor  Regis  War  Memorial  Hospital. 

The  hospital  is  situated  near  the  Chichester  Road  in  South  Bersted.  It 
has  a well-equipped  Operating  Theatre  and  a modern  X-ray  apparatus. 
During  the  year,  409  patients  were  admitted,  and  3,582  out-patients  were 
treated,  the  latter  making  17,755  attendances,  including  attendances  at  the 
physio-therapy  and  X-ray  departments.  Operations  numbered  345,  radio- 
graphs 3,368,  and  physio-therapy  treatments  21,434.  The  Hospital  has  been 
invaluable  in  securing  prompt  and  adequate  attention  of  all  emergency  cases, 
and  it  is  being  increasingly  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  for  general 
and  medical  conditions,  with  excellent  results.  The  Honorary  Staff  is  formed 
of  medical  practitioners  in  the  district. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  For  infectious  cases,  the  Local  Authority  possesses  a motor  ambu- 
lance for  the  conveyance  of  patients  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases,  the  Local  Authority  has 
provided  3 modem  motor  ambulances,  staffed  by  two  whole-time  Council 
drivers  and  one  whole-time  driver  and  volunteers  from  the  local  British  Red 
Cross  Detachments. 

During  the  year,  the  mileage  covered  in  conveying  non-infectious  and 
accident  cases  was  14,782,  and  the  cases  conveyed  were  as  follows  : — 


Accident  cases  86 

Medical  cases  722 

Total  808 


(c)  For  persons  needing  transport  to  or  from  Hospital,  Nursing  Homes, 
etc.,  but  who  are  not  stretcher  cases,  the  Local  Authority  has  provided  a 
Hospital  Car  Service,  consisting  of  21  volunteers  and  their  cars. 

During  1946,  1,207  cases  were  conveyed  and  45  other  journeys  were 
made  for  urgent  medical  reasons. 

The  total  mileage  for  the  year  was  25,148. 


CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Bognor  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  under  the  control 
of  the  West  Sussex  County  Council. 


40 


An  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinic  is  conducted  each  Tuesday  afternoon 
by  Miss  E.  M.  Shippam.  m.d.,  m.r.c.o.g.  (Obstetric  Consultant  to  the  West 
Sussex  County  Council),  and  an  infant  welfare  clinic  each  Thursday  after- 
noon by  I)r.  Ann  Martin,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  at  the  Health 
Centre,  Westloats  Lane,  Bognor  Regis.  Ante-natal,  post-natal  and  infant 
welfare  clinics  are  also  conducted  at  Felpham. 


Statistics  for  1946  are  as  follows  : — 


(«) 

Ante-natal  Clinic. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  who 

Bognor 

Felpham 

Total 

attended  clinic 

173 

87 

260 

(b) 

Number  of  attendances  made  

Post-natal  Clinic. 

682 

343 

1025 

Number  of  mothers  who  attended  clinic 

44 

40 

84 

(c) 

Number  of  attendances  made  

Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age 

62 

40 

102 

examined  

489 

178 

667 

Number  of  attendances  made  

3136 

1126 

4262 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  from  puerperal  causes. 

( b ) School  Clinic. 

A Minor  Ailments  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Westloats  Lane  Health  Centre  on 
Tuesday  mornings,  when  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in  attendance. 
During  the  year,  622  children  attended  the  clinic,  making  4,103  attendances. 
Appointments  are  made  with  an  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  for  children  suffering 
from  defective  vision,  and  arrangements  are  made,  where  necessary,  with 
the  War  Memorial  Hospital  for  the  operative  treatment  of  tonsils  and 
adenoids. 

A dental  clinic  is  held  frequently  for  the  treatment  of  children  with 
defective  teeth. 

Arrangements  are  also  made  for  the  treatment  of  children  suffering  from 
crippling  defects,  ear  defects,  and  speech  defects. 

A modern  Health  Centre  in  Westloats  Lane  in  close  proximity  to  the 
elementary  schools  provides  accommodation  for  the  Minor  Ailments,  Dental 
Ophthalmic,  Orthopaedic,  Speech  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Nutrition  Clinic. 

A Nutrition  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Westloats  Lane  Health  Centre  fortnightly 
by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  where  mothers  are  advised  regarding  the 
health  of  children  suffering  from  malnutrition.  Vitamin  C and  Adexolin 
tablets  are  available  for  such  children.  During  the  year,  335  children 
attended  the  clinic,  making  734  attendances. 

Health  Education. 

Every  effort  is  made,  either  by  poster  or  leaflets  distributed  in  the  area, 
to  secure  a wider  use  of  the  Health  Services. 

It  is  found  in  this  area  that  the  best  propaganda  is  carried  out  at  the 
Health  Centre  by  intimate  talks  with  the  parents,  and  it  will  be  appreciated 
that,  with  the  large  numbers  attending,  such  talks  can  be  highly  successful. 

(c)  Child  Guidance  Clinics. 

Under  a scheme  established  in  January,  1946,  clinics  were  set  up  in 
West  Sussex,  at  Chichester,  Horsham  and  Worthing,  under  a pyschiatrist 
and  trained  staff.  Suitable  cases  from  this  district  were  referred  to  the 
Chichester  Clinic. 
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(d)  Tuberculosis. 

A dispensary  is  held  at  the  Chapel  Street  Clinic,  Chichester,  every 
Tuesday  morning,  and  is  available  for  patients  residing  in  Bognor  Regis. 
The  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  every  week.  He  also  places  his 
services  at  the  disposal  of  local  Medical  Practitioners  in  any  cases  where  they 
desire  specialist  opinion. 

(e)  Venereal  Diseases. 

The  West  Sussex  County  Council  have  made  arrangements  by  which 
residents  in  the  county  may  attend  the  following  clinics  : — 

Brighton 


Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital, 
Eastern  Road,  Kemp  Town. 


Portsmouth 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital  (Ward  B9). 


Worthing 

The  Hospital,  Lyndhurst  Road. 


Chichester 

St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Spitalfield 
Lane. 

Horsham 

15,  North  Street  (Dr.  G.  S.  Morgan’s 
Surgery). 


Men  : Mondays,  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays,  1.30  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 
Women  : Tuesdays,  1.30  p.m.  to 

4.30  p.m.  ; Thursdays  and  Satur- 
days, 10  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

Men  : Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  10 
a.m.  to  12  noon,  and  5 p.m.  to 
7 p.m. 

Women  : Mondays,  5 p.m.  to  7 p.m.; 
Wednesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m.  ; 
Fridays,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Men  : Wednesdays,  4.30  p.m.  to 

5.30  p.m.  ; Fridays,  5.30  p.m.  to 

6.30  p.m. 

Women  : Wednesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 
p.m.  ; Fridays,  3 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

By  appointment. 


Men  and  Women  : Mondays  and 
Thursdays,  9 a.m.  to  10.30  a.m.  ; 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  5 p.m. 
to  7 p.m. 


(/)  Psychiatric  Out-Patients’  Clinics. 

Special  attention  is  drawn  to  the  arrangements  which  have  been  made  at 
Graylingwell  Mental  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  out-patients.  Clinics  are 
held  as  follows  : — 

Horsham  Hospital,  Mondays,  2 p.m. 

Worthing  Hospital,  Tuesdays,  2 p.m. 

Royal  West  Sussex  Hospital,  Chichester,  Thursdays,  2 p.m. 

Dr.  Joshua  Carse,  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  Graylingwell  Hospital, 
is  the  Honorary  Consulting  Psychiatrist  to  the  hospitals  mentioned  above, 
Reports  have  been  received  that  most  excellent  work  is  being  carried  out. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 
(a)  General. 

The  Bognor  Regis  District  Nursing  Association  employs  six  nurses, 
one  of  whom  carries  out  general  district  nursing. 

The  West  Sussex  County  Council  makes  a grant  to  the  County  Nursing 
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Association  for  nursing  services  in  connection  with  child  welfare  and  home 
visiting  of  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

Two  other  nurses,  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  County  Nursing 
Association,  attend  the  Minor  Ailments  and  Nutrition  Clinics  and  carry 
out  duties  in  connection  with  the  School  Medical  Service. 


( b ) For  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Local  Authority  contributes,  on  a visit  basis,  to  the  Bognor  Regis 
District  Nursing  Association  for  the  provision  of  home  nursing  in  cases  of 
measles,  pneumonia,  mumps  and  whooping  cough  among  all  children  up  to 
school  leaving  age. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  with  the  County 
Nursing  Association,  special  nurses  are  supplied  in  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neon- 
atorum, if  required  by  the  Medical  Practitioner  in  charge  of  the  case. 

BOGNOR  REGIS  AND  DISTRICT  CHILDREN’S  CARE  FUND 

The  Children’s  Care  Fund  was  inaugurated  in  1932,  to  assist  necessitous 
cases  among  the  children  living  in  Bognor  Regis,  and  is  entirely  supported  by 
vol u ntary  contrib utions . 

Where  necessary  oil  and  malt  is  provided,  either  free  or  at  reduced 
prices  according  to  the  financial  circumstances. 

Assistance  has  been  given  where  parents  were  advised  by  their  own  doctor 
that  a child  should  have  a change  of  surroundings  after  a serious  illness  and 
they  were  too  poor  to  meet  this  expenditure.  Where  they  had  relatives 
living  some  distance  away  to  whom  the  child  could  be  sent,  the  fares  were 
paid. 

In  urgent  cases,  boots  and  clothing  have  been  provided.  Under  the 
Boot  Club  scheme,  any  children  may  obtain  boots  or  shoes  or  have  them 
repaired,  and  there  is  no  need  for  any  local  children  to  be  without  footwear. 

The  committee  has  been  indebted  to  supporters  of  the  Fund  for  gifts  of 
left-off  clothing  and  toys.  Arrangements  can  always  be  made  for  gifts  to 
be  collected  if  the  Public  Health  Department  is  notified. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


During  1946,  297  children  of  all  ages  were  immunised  against  diphtheria, 
the  prophylactic  used  being  A.P.T.  (Dose  0.2  c.c.  followed  by  0.5  c.c.  with 
four  weeks’  interval,  and  a re-awakening  dose  of  0.5  c.c.  four  years  later). 
The  number  of  pre-school  children  immunised  was  261  and  the  number  of 
school  children  36. 

Figures  of  previous  immunisation  carried  out  in  this  district  are  given 
below  : — 


Year 

AGES 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

& 

over 

Total 

1927 



i 

1 



7 

4 

7 

11 

10 

9 

9 

8 

6 

1 

74 

1936-7 

22 

31 

32 

53 

75 

95 

85 

115 

107 

94 

60 

40 

31 

8 

848 

193S 

1 

3 

2 

4 

13 

20 

8 

5 

7 

6 

8 

14 

5 

4 

100 

1940 

— 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

16 

1941 

33 

150 

125 

119 

170 

189 

207 

196 

191 

179 

176 

130 

146 

149 

2160 

1942 

158 

119 

95 

85 

140 

81 

71 

42 

38 

33 

43 

51 

47 

25 

1028 

1943 

152 

61 

48 

45 

54 

30 

28 

24 

13 

15 

14 

15 

12 

12 

523 

1944 

183 

49 

27 

14 

17 

18 

13 

12 

14 

6 

8 

9 

4 

3 

377 

1 946 

189 

61 

17 

18 

17 

8 

5 

7 

10 

3 

3 

6 

3 

5 

352 

1946 

189 

48 

17 

7 

9 

4 

4 

8 

5 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

297 

TOTAL  ... 

5775 
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It  is  estimated  that  up  to  and  including  December,  1946,  49.3%  of 
children  under  5 years,  and  92.2%  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15 
years  in  Bognor  Regis  had  been  immunised. 


SCABIES 

The  Scabies  Order  was  introduced  in  October,  1941. 

There  is  no  compulsory  notification,  but  the  Order  gives  power  to 
inspect  premises,  and  secure  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  scabies. 

School  children  are  seen  at  the  Clinic  and,  if  necessary,  referred  for  treat- 
ment to  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester. 

During  1946,  17  cases  have  been  seen  at  the  School  Clinic  and  9 referred 
to  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  but  as  there  are  also  adult  and  pre-school  cases 
referred  from  time  to  time  this  does  not  represent  all  the  scabies  cases  in 
Bognor  Regis  which  have  been  treated  at  St.  Richard’s  Hospital. 

Considerable  publicity  has  been  given  to  this  subject,  and  films  have 
been  shown. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY 

The  undermentioned  specimens  were  submitted  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment and  by  general  practitioners  to  Drs.  C.  J.  Harwood  Little  and  F. 


Standish  for  examination  during  1946  : — 

Specimens  No.  submitted 

for  examination 

1.  Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli  • 143 

2.  Swabs  for  haemolytic  streptococci 50 

3.  Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli  or  haemolytic  streptococci  20 

4.  Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli,  haemolytic  streptococci  or 

Vincent’s  organisms  ...  4 

5.  Faeces  specimens  for  dysentery  2 

6.  Blood  or  faeces  specimens  for  typhoid  and  paratyphoid  56 

7.  Other  miscellaneous  specimens  15 
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FIRST  AID  STATION 

A full  report  upon  the  work  of  the  Voluntary  Aid  Detachment  at  the 
First  Aid  Station,  situated  in  Waterloo  Square,  was  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  in  October,  1946.  Mrs.  K.  Davidson  (Commandant  of 
Sussex88  Detachment  British  Red  Cross  Society)  who  was  the  Officer-in- 
Charge,  reported  that  the  station  was  open  from  9th  June  until  the  22nd 
September.  During  the  season,  first  aid  was  rendered  to  1,059  cases  and 
accidents,  and  47  lost  children  were  cared  for. 

The  station  was  entirely  staffed  by  Mrs.  Davidson,  members  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society,  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  and  other  volunteers. 
Miss  Burgess,  r.r.c.,  very  kindly  consented  to  be  on  call  in  case  of  an 
emergency  when  Mrs.  Davidson  was  not  available. 

I wish  to  place  on  record  the  invaluable  service  carried  out  by  Mrs. 
Davidson  and  the  volunteers.  It  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  their  true 
value  to  the  residents  and  the  visitors,  as  the  station  is  open  for  the  whole 
of  the  season  from  early  in  the  morning  until  late  in  the  evening,  and  the 
duties  are  carried  out  in  a most  efficient  manner.  It  is  felt  that  this  voluntary 
service  is  fully  appreciated  by  visitors  to  the  town. 
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MIDWIVES 

The  County  Council  is  the  supervising  authority  under  the  Midwives  Act. 

Eight  midwives  residing  in  this  Urban  District  notified  the  Local  Super- 
vising Authority  of  their  intention  to  practise  in  Bognor  Regis  during  the 
year  1946. 

MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES 

There  are  three  registered  Maternity  Homes  and  ten  registered  Nursing 
Homes,  including  the  Maternity  Homes  which  are  under  the  supervision  of 
the  County  Council  Officers. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE 

List  of  Local  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  the  District  and 
relating  to  the  public  health  : — 

ACTS— 

Bognor  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1928 : Parts  V,  VI  and  X 
(certain  sections). 

Bognor  Regis  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1936  : Parts  IV,  V,  VI,  IX, 


XI  (certain  sections). 

BYE-LAWS— 

With  respect  to 

1 . Slaughterhouses  

2.  Cleansing  of  Footways,  Nui- 

sances and  the  Removal  or 
Carriage  of  Offensive  Matter 
or  Liquid  

3.  New  Streets  and  Buildings*  ... 

4.  Tents  and  Vans  

5.  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

6.  Management  of  a Mortuary  ... 

7.  Lavatories  and  Sanitary  Con- 

veniences   

8.  Transport  of  Food  

9.  Regulation  of  Tipping  

10.  Prevention  of  Slop  Water  into 

Gullies  

11.  Pleasure  Fairs 

12.  Camping  Grounds  

13.  Building  


Date  of  Confirmation 
1925  and  1927  (Repealed). 
August,  1935. 


March,  1911  (Repealed). 
September,  1925. 

1909  and  1912  (Repealed). 
October,  1925,  and  July,  1934. 
September,  1925. 

September,  1925. 

September,  1925. 

July,  1927. 

October,  1935. 

September,  1937. 

March,  1937. 

April,  1939. 

May,  1939. 

November,  1939. 


* Repealed  so  far  as  relating  to  buildings  by  the  Building  Bye-laws 
(November,  1939). 
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SECTION  IV 


HOUSING 


The  following  table  shows  the  different  types  of  Council  houses  erected 
to  date  in  the  different,  areas  or  to  be  erected. 


Built  prior 
to  1.1.46 

Bi 

lilt  during 
1946 

Under  con- 
struction 

In  prospect 

SITUATION 

Parlour 

Non-Parlour 

Flats 

TOTAL 

Parlour 

Non-Parlour 

Flats 

j TOTAL 

Parlour 

Dining-Kitchen 

Flats 

TOTAL 

Parlour 

Dining- Kitchen 

Flats 

TOTAL 

1. 

Ockley  Road 

2 

2 

2. 

Hawthorn  Road 

13 

3 

- 

16 

3. 

Gravits  Lane 

- 

55 

18 

73 

4. 

Mons  Avenue  

- 

51 

- 

51 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Collyer  Avenue  

25 

128 

- 

153 

6. 

Hampshire  Avenue 

39 

32 

- 

71 

7. 

Westloats  Lane 

- 

11 

- 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Westloats  Gardens  

18 

- 

18 

_ 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

9. 

Flansham  Lane  

34 

- 

- 

34 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Felpham  Road 

5 

5 

11. 

Hatherleigh  Gardens  and 
Close  

*10 

*10 

72 

_ 

72 

_ 

12. 

Waterworks  Depot  Site 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

72 

- 

- 

72 

13. 

Frith  Road  

10 

10 

14. 

Rose  Green  Road 

12 

12 

15. 

Carlton  Avenue  

140 

140 

TOTALS 

1 28^98 

18 

444 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

72 

72 

82 

140 

12 

234 

* Purchased  in  1945. 


I am  indebted  to  Miss  T.  Humphries,  the  Housing  Manager,  for  the 
following  information  which  indicates  the  demand  for  appropriate  housing 
accommodation  : — 


Year  ended 
31st  December 

Total  number  of  applicants  on 
waiting  list  (including  new 
applicants  shown  in  next  column) 

New  applications  received  from 

Residents 

Non- 

residents 

Total 

1934 

113 

56 

10 

66 

1935 

74 

49 

9 

58 

1936 

118 

95 

10 

105 

1937 

68 

127 

12 

139 

1938 

56 

77 

3 

80 

1939 

76 

58 

2 

60 

1940 

11 

48 

4 

52 

1941 

46 

65 

3 

68 

1942 

42 

55 

1 

56 

1943 

69 

64 

2 

66 

1944 

128 

61 

2 

63 

1945 

658 

490 

64 

554 

1946 

843 

318 

32 

350 

N.B. — " Residents”  are  person  who  are  residing  within  the  urban  district  boundary 
at  the  time  of  their  application.  “Non-residents”  are  all  others. 


By  August,  1946,  the  total  number  on  the  waiting  list  had  decreased 
to  61 1 , largely  as  a result  of  the  bringing  up  to  date  of  the  Register. 
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Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .....  285 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1628 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  .....  — 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  263 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 
Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority,  or 
their  officers  (pre-1946  notices,  115  ; 1946  notices,  180)  , 295 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  9 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners  7 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .....  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

No  action  was  taken  — 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

No  action  was  taken  — 
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The  following  table  shows  a complete  Schedule  of  Housing  up  to  31st  December,  1946  : — 

Particulars  with  regard  to  Houses  erected,  in  course  of  erection,  and  proposed  to  be  erected  by  this  Council 
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H To  this  total  must  be  added  the  10  houses  purchased  in  1945  in  Hatherleigh  Gardens.  The  prospective  total  of  council  houses,  therefore, 
becomes  750. 


SECTION  V. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Bognor  Regis  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1936, 
it  is  the  duty  of  medical  practitioners  to  notify  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  cases  or  suspected  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

This  enables  the  Public  Health  Department  to  make  immediate  enquiries 
regarding  the  situation  and  disposal  of  any  suspected  food. 

During  1946,  no  cases  were  reported. 

MILK. 

(1)  Quality.— For  ascertaining  the  quality,  as  far  as  possible,  of  milk 

sold  in  the  district,  similar  methods  have  been  employed  as  in  other 

years. 

(a)  Samples  of  milk  are  taken  in  course  of  delivery  and  sent  for 
examination  as  to  the  presence  of  the  Bacillus  of  Tuberculosis 
The  biological  (experimental  inoculation)  test  is  employed. 

(b)  Samples  are  taken  by  Sampling  Officers  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  of  the  West  Sussex  County  Council,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination  as  to  whether  they 
conform  with  the  standard  of  milk  fat,  etc.,  as  laid  down  in  the 
Sale  of  Milk  Regulations.  Your  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  also 
authorised  to  act  in  this  capacity. 

(c)  For  ascertaining  the  cleanliness  of  all  milks,  both  designated  and 
undesignated,  samples  are  now  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test  for  cleanliness.  Samples  of  ordinary  milk  are  collected  in 
sterile  bottles  or  in  the  unopened  bottles  as  from  the  dairy,  and 
samples  of  designated  milk  are  collected  in  unopened  bottles  and 
sent  by  bus  to  Lewes,  where  they  are  handed  to  a messenger 
from  the  Laboratory  where  the  examinations  are  carried  out. 

(2)  Supervision. — 

(a)  Production. — There  are  eight  producers  on  the  register. 

The  Cowsheds  are  soundly  constructed,  and  are  kept  in  a 
clean  and  sanitary  condition.  They  are  inspected  at  frequent 
intervals. 

(b)  Distribution. — There  are  8 milk  retailers  on  the  register.  All 
of  these  have  premises  within  the  district,  and  have  dairies 
which  are  satisfactory  with  regard  to  structure,  ventilation, 
lighting  and  water  supply. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and  1938. 

Under  this  Order,  the  following  licences  were  granted  during  1946  : — 


To  bottle  and  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  One 

To  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . Five 

To  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  Five 


Results  of  Examinations  of  Milk  Samples. 

1 .  — For  examination  as  to  the  presence  of  the  Bacillus  Tuberculosis. 

The  shortage  of  guinea-pigs  seriously  interfered  with  action  under  this 

heading.  Consequently  no  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  during 
the  year. 

2.  — For  examination  as  to  whether  genuine. 

The  following  table  shows  the  samples  taken  by  the  Sampling  Officers 
under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act  for  the  West  Sussex  County  Council. 
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By  County  Council 


No. 

Genuine 

Otherwise 

Milk 

33 

33 

— 

3. — For  examination  as  to  cleanliness. 

In  explanation  of  the  classification  in  the  subjoined  tables,  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk,  including  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  milk,  and  Accredited 
milk,  when  tested  in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  method  must  not 
decolourise  methylene  blue  within  4 J hours  if  the  sample  is  taken  at  any  ti  me 
from  the  1st  May  to  the  31st  October ; or  within  5^  hours  if  the  sample  is 
taken  at  any  time  from  the  1st  November  to  the  30th  April.  The  milk  should 
not  contain  coliform  bacilli  in  1/100  millilitre. 

Pasteurised  and  Heat  Treated  milks  were  submitted  to  | hour  methylene 
blue  tests. 


(a) 


No.  of 
samples 
examined 

Undesignat 

ed  Milks 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Coliform  Test 

Satisfied 

Failed 

% satis- 
factory 

Satisfied 

Failed 

% satis- 
factory 

*90(80) 

52(40) 

38(40) 

57.7(50.0) 

53(43) 

37(37) 

58.8(53.8) 

Last  year’s  figures  are  shown  in  brackets 
* 10  samples  were  not  examined  at  the  Laboratory  owing  to  delay  in  transit 


(b) 


Designated  Milks 


No.  of 
samples 
examined 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Coliform  Test 

Satisfied 

Failed 

% satis- 
factory 

Satisfied 

Failed 

% satis- 
factory 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

3(5) 

3(5) 

-OR 

100.0(100.0) 

2(3) 

1(2) 

66.6(60.0) 

* Pasteurised 
10(11) 

9(11) 

1R 

90.0(100.0) 

6(5) 

4(6) 

60.0(45.5) 

Heat  Treated 
8(— ) 

7(~) 

i(-) 

87.5  (-) 

5R 

3R 

62.5  (-) 

21(16) 

19(16) 

2(-) 

90.5(100.0) 

13(8) 

8(8) 

61.9(50.0) 

Last  year’s  figures  are  shown,  in  brackets. 

* 1 other  sample  was  not  examined  at  the  Laboratory  owing  to  delay  in  transit. 


The  18  samples  of  pasteurised  and  heat  treated  milk  were  submitted  to  the  phos- 
phatase test  and  17  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory  and  1 unsatisfactory. 


MEAT 

Inspection  of  carcases  slaughtered  locally  was  carried  out  until  January, 
1940,  when  local  slaughtering  ceased.  Meat  inspection  at  butchers’  shops 
has  continued,  however,  and  details  may  be  seen  on  page  59. 

The  home-killed  meat  supply  of  the  town  is  received  from  a neighbouring 
town. 
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Shops  and  Stores. 

Efficient  refrigerators  are  installed  on  the  premises  of  all  of  the  meat 
retailers  in  the  district. 

Shops  and  stores  are  kept  in  a generally  cleanly  condition. 

OTHER  FOODS 

Bakehouses 

There  are  15  bakehouses  in  the  district.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  the 
premises  were  found  to  be. in  a satisfactory  condition.  Those  found  to  be  in 
contravention  of  the  prescribed  standard  of  sanitation  through  want  of 
cleanliness  have  been  dealt  with  by  informal  notices.  In  all  cases  the  work 
has  been  attended  to  without  further  action  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  requirements  of  the  Factories  Act  are  complied  with,  and  in  no 
case  during  the  year  has  overcrowding  been  observed. 

Other  Places. 

Stores  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  have  been  inspected,  and  have 
been  found  generally  in  a satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 

Ice  Cream. 

Thirty-four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  sent  for  examination  as 
to  cleanliness,  that  is,  as  to  the  number  of  bacteria  present.  These  samples 
were  taken  during  the  months  May  to  September. 


ICE  CREAM 


No.  of 
samples 
examined 

Under  30 
per 

1) 

,000  bacteria 
millilitre 

Under  2C 
per 
includi 
Co 

(2) 

•O.OOObacteria 
millilitre 
ng  those  in 
umn  1 

Over  20( 
per 

(3) 

3,000  bacteria 
millilitre 

Number 

Percentage 

of 

whole 

Number 

Percentage 

of 

whole 

Number 

Percentage 

of 

whole 

34 

6 

17.6 

16 

47.1 

18 

52.9 

Of  the  34  samples  of  ice  cream  examined,  15  or  44.1%  satisfied  the 
Coliform  Test,  and  19  or  55.9%  failed  in  this  respect. 


ADULTERATION,  ETC. 


The  subjoined  table  shows  the  samples  taben  by  the  County  Council,  the 
Authority  for  the  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1946. 


Description 

By  County  Council 

No. 

Satisfactory 

Otherwise 

Milk 

33 

33 



Meat  and  Fish  Products 

11 

11 

— 

Non-alcoholic  drinks 

7 

5 

2 

Drugs  and  Medicines 

2 

2 

— 

Vinegar 

3 

3 

— 

Preserves  . 

2 

2 

— 

Spices  and  flavourings 

10 

10 

— 

TOTALS 

68 

66 

2 
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Two  samples  of  non-alcoholic  drinks  were  certified  by  the  Public 
Analyst  to  contain  undeclared  quantities  of  preservative,  and  successful 
proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  makers. 

In  addition  to  the  samples  taken  under  the  above-mentioned  Act,  the 
following  were  taken  by  your  Inspectors,  and  give  some  idea  of  the  excellent 


work  they  are  carrying  out. 

(1)  Ordinary  Milk  for  Bacteriological  test  100 

(2)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  for  bacteriological  test  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Ice  Cream  for  bacteriological  count  34 

(4)  Pasteurised  Milk  for  phosphatase  test  ....  11 

(5)  Heat  Treated  Milk  for  phosphatase  test  8 
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This  gives  a grand  total  of  1 56  samples  taken  by  officers  of  this  Authority 
and  68  samples  taken  by  the  Sampling  Officers  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  on  behalf  of  the  West  Sussex  County  Council. 


The  following  is  a record  of  samples  taken  since  1925  : — 


Year 

Milk 

Samples  taken 
for  bacteriological 
content  and  tubercle 
bacilli  examination 

Ice  Cream 
taken  for 
bacteriological 
content 

Samples 
taken 
under 
Food  and 
Drugs  Act 

Samples  of 
water  taken 
for 

Bacteriological 
and  Chemical 
examination 

Total 

number 

of 

Samples 

taken 

1925 

62 

4 

v 

66 

1926 

113 

16 

4 

— 

133 

1927 

121 

8 

3 

8 

140 

1928 

123 

21 

1 

7 

152 

1929 

127 

35 

23 

2 

187 

1930 

140 

28 

18 

1 

187 

1931 

103 

45 

17 

10 

175 

1932 

95 

27 

3 

7 

132 

1933 

136 

18 

12 

15 

181 

1934 

146 

30 

9 

5 

190 

1935 

160 

25 

16 

6 

207 

1936 

152 

41 

2 

5 

200 

1937 

139 

21 

— 

10 

170 

1938 

112 

19 

— 

16 

147 

1939 

84 

62 

— 

1 

147 

1940 

117 

7 

— 

— 

124 

1941 

97 

15 

— 

— 

112 

1942 

115 

18 

— 

— 

133 

1943 

149 

— 

— 

— 

149 

1944 

146 

3 

— 

— 

149 

1945 

105 

14 

— 

— 

119 

1946 

122 

34 

■ — 

— 
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GRAND  TOTAL 

3356 

WATER  SUPPLY 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  H.  Bacchus,  a.m.i.c.e.,  a.m.inst.w.e.,  the 
Council’s  Waterworks  Engineer  and  Manager,  for  the  following  short  report 
on  the  Waterworks  Undertaking. 
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The  Waterworks  Undertaking,  owned  by  the  Council,  consists  of  the 
works  and  supply  area  previously  comprising  the  Bognor  and  Slindon  Water- 
works Companies.  The  former  was  taken  over  in  1929  under  powers  con- 
ferred in  the  Bognor  (Water,  etc.)  Act,  1928,  and  the  latter  Undertaking  was 
acquired  in  1931. 

The  Statutory  Area  of  Supply  is  65  sq.  miles  in  extent  and  consists  of 
the  undermentioned  parishes.  The  mains  of  the  Undertaking  are  extending 
gradually  and  piped  supplies  are  already  available  in  the  parishes  marked 
“ * ” below. 


Area  of  Supply. 


* Urban  District  of  Bognor  Regis,  and  parishes  of 


♦Aldingboume 

*Bersted 

*Boxgrove 

*Barnham 

*Climping 

* Eastergate 


♦Eartham 
*Ford 
* Middleton 
N.  Mundham 
Oving 
*Pagham 


* Slindon 

*Tangmere 

*Tortington 

*Walberton 

*Yapton 


Water  supplies  are  derived  from  wells  situated  at  Fontwell  Avenue, 
Eastergate,  where  the  Council’s  Eastergate  Pumping  Station  has  two  24in. 
boreholes  piercing  the  underlying  chalk  strata.  The  Council  also  own  a 
smaller  borehole  on  the  site  of  the  Slindon  Re-pumping  Station,  but  this 
source  is  not  normally  in  use. 

The  Eastergate  Pumping  Station  is  equipped  with  pumping  plant  of 
modem  design,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  replace  the  older 
plant  by  equipment  of  greater  capacity. 

The  Undertaking  possesses  three  service  reservoirs  as  under  : — 


Gallons  Capacity 

Xore  Hill,  Slindon  2,000,000 

Balls  Hut,  Fontwell  500,000 

Slindon  125,000 


An  adequate  supply  of  water  was  afforded  to  the  area  throughout  the 
year  from  the  Council’s  Waterworks.  The  supply  was  distributed  direct 
to  consumers’  premises  in  all  cases  and  available  at  all  times  without 
restriction. 

The  quality  of  the  water,  as  distributed  after  treatment,  was,  without 
exception,  of  the  highest  standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity  as  deter- 
mined by  the  examinations  of  53  samples,  and  the  results  of  chemical 
examination  of  the  water  indicated  the  absence  of  metals,  salinity  or  mineral 
constituents  in  solution.  53  samples  of  raw  water,  which  is  derived  from  a 
deep  well  in  the  chalk  formation,  were  examined  and  the  results  indicated 
intermittent  pollution,  but  not  to  an  excessive  degree,  and  no  difficulty  has 
been  experienced  in  producing  a pure  and  wholesome  water  by  the  customary 
and  continuously  applied  super-chlorination  and  de-chlorination  treatment 

The  supply  was  softened  at  source  after'treatment  by  the  base-exchange 
process,  and  the  average  hardness  of  the  water  in  supply  was  10  parts  per 
100,000. 

Regular  inspections  of  the  gathering  ground  were  carried  out,  but  the 
position  with  regard  to  the  catchment  area  as  a whole  cannot  be  considered 
satisfactory^  from  a water  supply  point  of  view  until  a comprehensive  scheme 
for  sewage  disposal  for  the  area  is  carried  out. 
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Frequent  sampling  of  the  raw  water  provides  a check  on  the  general 
conditions,  and  samples  of  the  water  in  distribution  prove  the  efficiency  of 
the  sterilisation  treatment. 

Analysis  of  Dwelling  Houses  and  Estimated  Population  Supplied 
with  Water  by  Bognor  Regis  U.D.C. 


Dwelling  Estimated 

District  ■ Houses  Population 

Bognor  Regis  7,491  25,000 


Aldingbourne  430  1,590 

Barnham  . 137  507 

Bersted  197  730 

Boxgrove  ...  164  607 

Climping  68  252 

Eartham  22  81 

Eastergate  ...  ' 292  1,080 

*Ford  90  330 

Middleton  .....  999  3,697 

Oving  1 13 

Pagham  557  2,060 

Slindon  189  700 

■fTangmere  49  189 

Tortington  28  103 

Walberton  432  1,595 

Yapton  399  1,475 

4,054  15,009 


TOTALS  11,545  40,009 

• I • I 


* R.N.  Air  Station  Personnel  1,400  i not  included 
-j-  R.A.F.  Areodrome  personnel  600  J in  above 

Water  is  supplied  in  every  case  direct  to  the  houses. 


I wish  to  place  on  record  my  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Bacchus,  the  Water- 
works Engineer  and  Manager.  There  has  always  been  complete  co-operation 
between  the  two  departments  concerned,  and  no  effort  hds  been  spared  to 
produce  a water  supply  of  the  highest  quality. 
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SECTION  VI. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  DRAINAGE,  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  extension  of  the  area  on  1st  April,  1933,  brought  about  changed 
conditions  and  problems.  In  the  old  area,  the  water  carriage  system  was  in 
operation,  sewage  being  conveyed  from  all  houses  (except  five  on  the  out- 
skirts) by  two  main  systems  of  sewers  to  the  outfall  works.  These  are 
situated  just  North  of  the  sea  embankment  at  the  Eastern  boundary  of  the 
old  area  and  consist  of  two  large  storage  tanks  and  a pumping  station. 

The  capacity  of  the  tanks  was  designed  to  accommodate  the  dry-weather 
flow,  collected  during  a period  of  six  hours,  for  a population  of  40,000  people. 

Sewage  is  pumped  from  the  low-level  tank  during  the  period  when  the 
outfall  is  closed,  that  is,  from  five  hours  after  high-water  until  one  hour  before. 
At  one  hour  before  high  water,  the  outfall  is  opened  and  the  sewage  gravitates 
out  to  sea.  In  case,  by  reason  of  adverse  weather  conditions,  the  high-level 
tank  cannot  be  completely  emptied  at  any  tide,  the  remaining  sewage  can  be 
returned  into  the  low-level  tank  and  pumped  thence  by  a by-pass  directly 
into  the  outfall  pipe. 

On  the  extension  of  the  area,  three  districts  were  taken  over : — 

On  the  East — Felpham  Area.  This  is  partly  drained  by  a system  of 
sewers  to  an  automatic  lifting  station  east  of  the  Aldingbourne  Rife  and 
thence  to  the  Bognor  Regis  outfall  works.  Part  of  the  area  is  still  unsewered 
and,  although  since  the  date  of  extension  318  cesspools  have  been  abolished  by 
the  construction  of  sewers,  217  cesspools  have  been  added  during  that  period. 
The  year  under  review  shows  some  decrease  in  the  number,  2 cesspools  having 
been  abolished  and  none  added.  The  number  of  new  cesspools  constructed, 
and  the  number  abolished  since  April,  1933,  in  this  area  are  shown  in  the  table 
on  the  next  page. 

On  the  North — North  Bersted  and  Shripney  Road  Areas.  At  the 
time  of  the  extension,  no  sewers  existed,  the  area  being  drained  to  cesspools 
(165  in  number),  earth  closets,  privies  and  soak-aways.  During  the  year  1933 
an  automatic  lifting  station  and  rising  main  were  constructed,  taking  sewage 
from  a large  estate  development  on  the  boundary  of  the  old  area.  In  the 
year  1934,  sewers  were  laid  in  the  Chichester  Road  and  Ivydale  Road  areas, 
resulting  in  the  abolition  of  116  cesspools.  Under  the  Comprehensive 
Sewerage  Scheme  completed  in  1940,  sewers  were  provided  to  receive  the 
drainage  of  the  remainder  of  the  houses  of  the  North  Bersted  area.  The 
number  of  new  cesspools  constructed  and  the  number  abolished  since  April, 
1933,  in  this  area  are  shown  in  the  table  on  the  next  page. 

On  the  West — Aldwick  Area.  At  the  time  of  the  extension  two  small 
systems  of  sewers  existed  : — 

( 1 ) The  Jackson  sewer  and  outfall,  draining  34  houses  in  Aldwick  Avenue 
and  vicinity. 

(2)  A system  of  sewers  draining  Marine  Park  Estate  and  by  means  of  an 
automatic  lifting  station,  to  the  Bognor  sewer. 

In  addition,  there  are  several  private  disposal  plants  at  large  residences, 
but  the  majority  of  the  houses  drain  to  cesspools. 

The  Comprehensive  Sewerage  Scheme,  completed  in  1940,  provided  main 
drainage  facilities  f6r  a large  number  of  houses  fronting  public  highways,  and 
for  the  reception  of  sewers  which  it  is  imperative  should  be  laid  upon  the 
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private  estates  in  the  near  future.  At  the  end  of  1946,  there  were  no  less 
than  251  cesspools  upon  private  estates  not  yet  sewered  out  of  a total  of  335 
cesspools  in  this  area. 

The  Jackson  sewer  outfall  was  abolished  by  the  incorporation  of  the 
Jackson  sewer  in  the  Comprehensive  Sewerage  Scheme. 


CESSPOOLS  ADDED  AND  ABOLISHED  DURING  1946 


• 

At  Jan.  1st 

Abolished 

Added 

Total 

Felpham 

221 

2 

— 

219 

North  Bersted 

48 

5 

— 

43 

Aldwick 

353 

18 

— 

335 

622 

25 

— 

597 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cesspools  in  the  added 
areas  on  April  1st,  1933,  the  number  of  new  cesspools  constructed, 
and  the  number  abolished  between  that  date  and  December  31st, 
1946. 


CESSPOOLS  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BOGNOR  REGIS 


Felpham 

North 

Bersted  and 
Shripney 

Aldwick 

Total 

Cesspools  at  the  1st  April,  1933.. 

320 

165 

361 

846 

PLUS — New  Cesspools,  con- 

structed  1.4.33  to  31.12.46.. 

217 

42 

434 

693 

LESS — Cesspools  abolished 

537 

207 

795 

1539 

1.4.33  to  31.12.46 

318 

164 

460 

942 

219 

43 

335 

597 

IT  MUST  AGAIN  BE  EMPHASISED  THAT  BOGNOR  REGIS 
IS  ESSENTIALLY  A SEASIDE  HEALTH  RESORT,  AND  CONDI- 
TIONS CANNOT  BE  REGARDED  AS  SATISFACTORY  UNTIL 
ALL  HOUSES  HAVE  BEEN  PROVIDED  WITH  MAIN  DRAINAGE 
FACILITIES. 


Surface  Water  Sewers.  There  is  a regular  system  of  surface  water 
sewers  in  the  old  area,  but  little  provision  exists  in  the  added  areas.  The 
question  of  the  provision  of  surface  water  sewers  has  received  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Council,  and  consulting  engineers  were  engaged  to  prepare  a 
scheme,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  proceeded  with  when  'post-war  conditions 
permit. 
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CESSPOOL  CLEANSING  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT 

A cesspool  cleansing  service  has  been  in  operation  in  the  Urban  District 
since  the  extension  of  the  boundaries  on  the  1st  April,  1933.  All  cesspools 
are  cleansed  completely  four  times  a year  at  three-monthly  intervals,  by 
modem  cesspool  cleansing  vehicles,  each  capable  of  conveying  one  thousand 
gallons  of  cesspool  contents. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1946,  the  four  vehicles  carried  out 
3,094  cesspool  cleansings  in  4,147  journeys.  Approximately  3,957,750 
gallons  of  cesspool  contents  were  removed,  and  the  total  distance  covered  by 
the  four  vehicles  in  carrying  out  the  work  amounted  to  15,342  miles. 

Refuse — Collection  and  Disposal. 

Bye-laws  require  the  provision  on  all  premises  of  proper  galvanisecj 
sanitary  dustbins. 

The  refuse  is  collected  from  all  premises  at  weekly  intervals.  Where  it 
is  thought  that  this  is  inadequate,  a bi-weekly  collection  is  carried  out,  such 
as  in  schools,  hotels,  and  other  large  establishments. 

Any  complaints  and  applications  for  a bi-weekly  collection  are  thorough- 
ly investigated  and  representations  made  to  the  appropriate  Department. 

The  refuse  is  conveyed  to  the  Refuse  Destructor  in  covered  dust  carts, 
viz.  four  containers  drawn  by  horses  and  one  Scammell  mechanical  horse  for 
use  in  the  Relay  Service  operated. 

The  Refuse  Destructor  is  situated  just  off  the  Shripney  Road  on  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  district. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  area. 


CAMPING  SITES 

(1)  The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  which  were  used  for  camping 

purposes  during  1946  5 

(2)  The  number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  consents  have 

been  issued  by  the  local  authority  under  Section  107  of  the  Bognor  Regis 
Urban  District  Council  Act,  1936  2 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED 
BY  BYE-LAWS 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

There  are  no  houses  which  come  under  the  Legal  definition  of  Lodging 
Houses  in  Bognor  Regis. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  and  Camping  Grounds. 

Bye-laws  are  in  force  to  regulate  any  sites  let  for  camping  during  the 
summer  season  as  regards  the  provision  of  water  supply,  proper  sanitary 
accommodation,  and  precautions  to  be  taken  in  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

It  was  found  that  these  bye-laws  were  inadequate  for  the  control  of 
collective  camping,  and  the  Council  obtained  further  powers  under  Sections 
106-110  of  the  Bognor  Regis  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1936,  whereby 
bye-laws  were  made  : 

(a)  Prescribing  an  area  within  which  camping  grounds  might  not  be  used 
without  the  consent  of  the  Council,  and 

(b)  for  the  control  of  all  camping  grounds  within  the  district. 
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Pleasure  Fairs. 

Bye-laws  made  under  the  Bognor  Regis  Urban  District  Council  Act, 
1936,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  June,  1939. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  within  the  meaning  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  in  the  district. 

Public  Mortuary. 

Nineteen  bodies  were  received  at  the  Mortuary  during  the  year,  and 
post-mortems  were  held  in  eighteen  cases. 

The  Public  Mortuary  is  totally  inadequate  for  the  area  and  a scheme  for 
the  provision  of  a modern  mortuary  and  post-mortem  room  is  still  under 
consideration  by  the  Council. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  is  a report  of  the  inspections,  etc.,  carried  out  by  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  Assistant,  but  it  presents  only  a vague  idea  of  the 
large  amount  of  work  carried  out  in  the  area,  especially  as  the  staff  is  limited. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

A. — The  number  and  nature  of  the  inspections  made  during  the  year  1946  : — 
Total  number  of  houses  inspected  : — 

{a)  Recorded  under  the  Housing  Regulations  : 

(i)  Houses  where  no  defects  were  found  to  exist  — 

(ii)  Houses  defective,  but  capable  of  remedy  at 

resaonable  expense  .....  — 

(iii)  Houses  defective,  but  not  capable  of  remedy 

at  reasonable  expense  . — 


( b ) Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(i)  Houses  where  no  defects  were  found  to  exist  22 

(ii)  Houses  where  defects  were  found  to  exist  263 

285 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year  285 


The  number  of  inspections  made  : 

Primary  inspections  ....  285 

Revisits ...  1326 

Smoke  tests  to  drains  ....  4 

Water  tests  to  drains  13 

1628 


B. — The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  1946  (distinguishing 


statutory  from  informal)  : — 

The  number  of : — 

NOTICES  on  the  Books,  31st  December  1945 

(Informal  189,  Statutory  6)  195 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  served  during  the  year  1946  234 

STATUTORY  NOTICES  served  during  the  year 

1946  (Housing  Act,  20  ; Public  Health  Acts,  9)  29 

458 
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C. — The  result  of  the  service  of  such  notices  : — 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1946 

which  were  outstanding  at  31st  December,  1945  115 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1946 

which  were  served  during  the  year  1946  180 

STATUTORY  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1946 

which  were  outstanding  at  31st  December,  1945  7 

STATUTORY  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1946 
which  were;  served  during  the  year  1946  (Hous- 
ing Act,  9 ; Public  Health  Acts,  7)  ...  ...  16 

318 

TOTAL  NUMBER  of  Notices  on  the  Books  at  31st 

December,  1946  (for  analysis  see  below)  140 

NOTICES  OUTSTANDING 

Informal  129 

Statutory  11 

140 

2.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(A.) — Butchers’  Shops  and  Stores. 

(i)  Inspections  145 

(ii)  Informal  action  19 

(iii)  Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  16 

(iv)  Protection  against  contamination  provided  2 

(v)  Defective  drains  remedied  ...  2 

(vi)  Unsound  food  condemned  : — 

Corned  beef  1 178  lbs.  Home-killed  beef...  84  lbs. 

Corned  mutton  288  lbs.  Imported  mutton  110  lbs. 

Imported  beef  83  lbs.  Home-killed 

mutton 17  lbs. 

(B). — Other  Food  Shops  and  Stores. 

(i)  Inspections  239 

(ii)  Informal  action  ....  38 

(iii)  Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  33 

(iv)  Yards  cleansed  or  paved  2 

(v)  Floors  repaired  1 

(vi)  Receptacles  for  waste  provided  5 

(vii)  Defective  drains  remedied  1 

(viii)  Accumulations  removed  2 

(ix)  Unsound  food  condemned  : — 

Fish  3249  lbs.  Tinned  Fruit  60  tins 

Shellfish  100  lbs.  Bottled  fruit  2 

Bacon  231  lbs.  Tinned  M.  & V 20  tins 

Butter  3 lbs.  Tinned  Vegetables  137  tins 

Cheese  22  lbs.  Tinned  Soup  25  tins 

Sugar  ' 9 lbs.  Sausages  and  sausage  meat  186  lbs. 

Milk  227  tins  Tinned  jam,  marmalade 

Flour  555  lbs.  honey  and  syrup  35  tins 

Rolled  Oats  103  lbs.  Pate  de  foi  2 tins 

Semolina  6 lbs.  Macaroni  cheese  2 tins 

Tea  ...  20  lbs.  Paste  .....  15  jars 

Synthetic  custard  powder  100  lbs.  Spaghetti  28  lbs. 

Sweets  54  lbs.  Oranges  5 boxes 

Tinned  Meat  35  tins  Orange  pulp  ....  ....  92  lbs. 

Tinned  fish  170  tins 

(Unsound  food  of  salvage  value  was  dealt  with  in  accordance  with 
Ministry  of  Health  Circulars  2640  and  2886). 
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(C) . — Ice  Cream  Premises. 

(i)  Inspections  117 

(ii)  Informal  action  18 

(iii)  Untensils  and  appliances  cleansed  9 

(iv)  Premises  cleansed,  etc 6 

(v)  Walls  repaired  3 

(vi)  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  for  examination  for 

bacterial  content  34 

(D) . — Milk  Supply. 

(i)  Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  .....  202 

(ii)  Informal  action  . ...  30 

(iii)  Contraventions — 

(a)  Limewashing  and  cleansing  8 

( b ) Cleanliness  of  utensils  and  appliances  3 

( c ) Other  insanitary  conditions  27 

(iv)  Samples  of  ordinary  milk  taken  for  bacterio- 

logical test  100 

(v)  Samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  taken  for 

bacteriological  test  .....  2 

(vi)  Samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  milk 

taken  for  bacteriological  test  1 

(vii)  Samples  of  heat-treated  milk  for  phosphatase 

test  . ....  ...  8 

(viii)  Samples  of  pasteurised  milk  for  phosphatase 

test  11 

3.— (A).— FACTORIES  (Mechanical). 

(i)  Inspections  71 

(ii)  Notices  : — 

(a)  Informal ...  ...  13 

(b)  Statutory  ....  0 

(iii)  Contraventions  dealt  with  : — 

Insufficient  1 

(a)  Sanitary  Unsuitable  or 

accommodation  defective  5 

Not  separate 

' for  sexes  0 

(b)  Want  of  cleanliness  .....  2 

(c)  Other  offences  . . 7 

(B).— FACTORIES  (Non-Mechanical). 

(i)  Inspections  .....  20 

(ii)  Notices  : — 

(a)  Informal 7 

(b)  Statutory  0 

(iii)  Contraventions  dealt  with  : — 

/ Insufficient  4 

(a)  Sanitary  Unsuitable  or 

accommodation  -j  defective  4 

Not  separate 

for  sexes  0 

(b)  Want  of  cleanliness  1 

(c)  Other  offences  4 
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(C). — FACTORIES  (Bakehouses). 

(i)  Inspections  ..  47 

(ii)  Notices  : — 

(a)  Informal  ..  24 

(b)  Statutory  0 

(iii)  Contraventions  dealt  with  : — 

I Insufficient  1 

(a)  Sanitary  ] Unsuitable  or 

accommodation  defective  0 

j Not  separate 
' for  sexes  0 

(b)  Want  of  cleanliness  ....  .....  13 

(c)  Other  offences  ...  11 

4.  — FACTORIES  (Out- Workers’  Premises). 

(i)  Inspections  ...  18 

(ii)  Informal  action  1 

5. — SHOPS  ACT,  1934  (Section  10)  : Ventilation,  Temperature,  and 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

(i)  Inspections  .....  ...  36 

(ii)  Informal  action  .....  ....  2 

(iii)  Defects  and  contraventions  dealt  with  : — 

(a)  Means  for  temperature  not  provided  1 

(bj  Defective  Sanitary  accommodation  1 


6.— PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE- 


LAWS. 

(a)  Stables. 

(i)  Inspections  18 

(ii)  Informal  action 9 

(iii)  Contraventions  dealt  with  : — 

(a)  Premises  cleansed  8 

(b)  Receptacles  provided  1 

( b ) Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  and  Camping  Grounds. 

(i)  Inspections  24 

(ii)  Informal  action  9 

(iii)  Contraventions  dealt  with 

(a)  Defective  or  insufficient  sanitary 

accommodation  3 

(b)  Receptacles  for  refuse  provided  3 

(c)  Accumulations  removed  3 

(c)  Transport  of  Food.  (Bognor  U.D.C.  Act,  1928) 

(i)  Inspections  29 

(ii)  Informal  action  . 5 

(iii)  Contraventions  dealt  with  : — 

Vans  cleansed  5 

7.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

(i)  Visits  325 

(ii)  Action  taken  : — 

(a)  Cases  enquired  into  219 

(b)  Houses  disinfected  after  notifiable 

disease  (excepting  tuberculosis)  ...  83 

(c)  Houses  disinfected  after  non-notifiable 

disease  8 
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(d)  Houses  disinfected  after  tuberculosis  25 

(e)  Loads  of  bedding  disinfected  after  noti- 

fiable disease  (excepting  tuberculosis)  83 

(/)  Loads  of  bedding  disinfected  after  non- 

notifiable  disease  ....  44 

( g ) Loads  . of  bedding  disinfected  after 

tuberculosis 25 

(. h ) Loads  of  bedding  destroyed  after  non- 

notifiable  disease  ....  .....  2 

(i)  Loads  of  bedding  destroyed  after 

tuberculosis  ...  1 

(j)  Notices  excluding  contacts  from  day 

schools  74 

(. k ) Notices  excluding  contacts  from 

Sunday  Schools  2 

(l)  Library  books  (exposed  to  infection) 

disinfected  ...  37 

(m)  Letters  to  other  Authorities  re  contacts  23 

8. — RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT.— Infestation  Order. 

(i)  Surface  Infestations. 

(a)  Premises  inspected  ....  1279 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  1337 

(c)  Infestations  dealt  with  279 

\d)  Estimated  kill  (M.O.F.  Formula)  2279 

(ii)  Systematic  Treatment  of  Sewers. 

(a)  Manholes  baited  620 

(b)  Estimated  kill  .....  No  record 

9. — NUISANCES  FROM  ANIMALS. 

(i)  Inspections  33 

(ii)  Informal  action  . 12 

10. — ACCUMULATIONS,  Etc. 

(i)  Inspections  ....  50 

(ii)  Informal  action  15 

11. — PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

(i)  Inspections  4 

(ii)  Informal  action  1 

12. — OBSTRUCTED  AND  OFFENSIVE  DRAINS. 

(i)  Inspections  ....  306 

(ii)  Informal  action  53 

13. — DITCHES. 

(i)  Inspections  ...  . 30 

(ii)  Informal  action  . ...  ...  8 

14. — MISCELLANEOUS. 

(i)  Inspections  .....  123 

(ii)  Informal  action  23 

15. — CESSPOOLS. 

*(i)  Inspections  ...  18 

(ii)  Informal  action  2 
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16. — SMOKE. 

(i)  Observations  ...  4 

(ii)  Informal  action  ...  . ..  0 

17. — NOISE  (Bognor  Regis  U.D.C.  Act,  1936). 

(i)  Observations  7 

(ii)  Informal  action  0 

18. — ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  AND  OTHER  VERMIN. 

(i)  Inspections  . 23 

(ii)  Number  of  Council  Houses  found  infested  with 

bugs  and  subsequently  disinfested  0 

(iii)  Number  of  other  houses  found  infested  with 

bugs  and  subsequently  disinfested  ...  6 


In  addition  13  non-Council  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  other 
vermin  and  were  duly  disinfested. 

The  method  employed  for  freeing  these  houses  was  spraying  with  liquid 
insecticide.  Disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

The  Housing  Manager,  who  visits  all  the  Council  houses  for  rent  collec- 
tion, acts  in  a supervisory  capacity  and  has  every  opportunity  of  advising 
tenants  concerning  the  prevention  of  infestation  or  re-infestation  after 
cleansing. 


63 


SECTION  VII. 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS  AND  CIVIL  DEFENCE 

It  was  impossible,  owing  to  pressure  of  work  last  year,  when  the  first 
post-war  annual  report  was  published,  to  set  forth  details  of  the  Civil  Defence 
Services  so  far  as  these  came  within  the  purview  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. This  opportunity  is  therefore  taken  of  recording  an  outline  of  the 
work  undertaken  and  of  the  Services  organised  by  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment during  the  years  1939  to  1945. 

The  duty  of  preparing  an  Air  Raid  Precautions  Scheme  within  the 
Administrative  County  of  West  Sussex  was  placed  upon  the  County  Council 
by  the  Air  Raid  Precautions  Act,  1937.  The  County  Council  wisely  chose 
to  devolve  the  detailed  work  by  process  of  delegation  to  the  Local  Autho- 
rities within  the  boundaries  of  the  Administrative  County,  and  confined  its 
activities  to  the  major  task  of  co-ordinating  the  efforts  of  the  Local  Autho- 
rities. The  Clerk  of  the  County  Council  was  appointed  County  Controller, 
and  Councillor  T.  W.  Marshall,  j.p.,  the  Chairman  of  the  Bognor  Regis  Urban 
District  Council,  was  appointed  the  Area  Sub-Controller  of  the  Bognor  Regis 
Air  Raid  Precautions  district,  which  comprised  not  only  the  Urban  District 
of  Bognor  Regis  but  also  the  urbanised  areas  of  Elmer,  Middleton,  Flansham, 
Shripney,  North  Bersted  and  Pagham.  The  Clerk  of  the  Council  was  the 
Deputy  Area  Sub-Controller.  Captain  H.  W.  E.  Thomas,  Captain  J.  H. 
Barker,  and  Messrs.  G.  W.  Hitchcox,  G.  B.  Boyce  and  F.  F.  Bateman  were 
successively  Air  Raid  Precautions  Officer.  Mr.  P.  M.  M.  Pentland  was  the 
Deputy  Air  Raid  Precautions  Officer. 

The  main  preliminary  work,  prior  to  the  war,  of  the  Bognor  Regis  Urban 
District  Council,  was  the  enrolling  and  training  of  volunteers,  and  this  task 
commenced  in  1937. 

The  original  scheme  drawn  up  for  the  Casualty  Services  in  1938,  envisaged 
the  setting  up  of 

(a)  Five  First  Aid  Posts. 

i.  Central.  Bognor  Regis  Pavilion. 

ii.  Felpham.  Parish  Hall,  Limmer  Lane,  Felpham. 

iii.  North.  Parish  Hall,  North  Bersted. 

iv.  East  Parish  Hall,  Gordon  Avenue,  Bognor  Regis. 

v.  West.  Parish  Hall,  Rose  Green,  Bognor  Regis. 

(b)  Five  First  Aid  Party  Depots  (to  accommodate  14  First  Aid  Parties 

and  20  Ambulances). 

i.  Central.  Bognor  Regis  Pavilion. 

ii.  Felpham.  Felpham  Church  of  England  School,  or  empty  house  nearby. 

iii.  North  North  Bersted  School  or  empty  house  nearby. 

iv.  East  South  Bersted  School  or  empty  house  nearby. 

v.  West  Empty  house  near  First  Aid  Post  (West). 

It  will  be  noted  from  this  original  scheme  that  the  aim  was  to  have  the 
First  Aid  Parties  stationed  in  proximity  to  the  First  Aid  Posts.  It  was 
further  decided,  at  this  time,  to  station  the  Ambulances  and  Ambulance 
Personnel  at  the  First  Aid  Party  Depots  throughout  the  area. 

In  the  original  scheme,  consideration  was  given  to  the  evacuation  of 
hospital  cases,  the  organisation  of  medical  and  nursing  staff,  the  adequacy 
of  hospital  stores,  and  the  problems  which  might  arise  from  the  reception  of 
evacuees  into  the  area.  The  Convalescent  Homes,  listed  below,  in  the 
Bognor  Regis  area  were  to  be  used  as  Emergency  Hospitals,  in  accordance 
with  a general  scheme  prepared  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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Name  of  Home  Beds  available 


Patients 

Staff 

Merchant  Taylors’  Home 

Surrey  Children’s  Home 

61 

16 

44 

8 

Victorian  Women’s  Home 

35 

6 

Arthur’s  Home 

40 

7 

Bailey  Home 

30 

17 

Margaret  Home  (Dr.  Barnardo’s) 

24 

6 

Victoria  Wellesley  Home 

12 

4 

Princess  Mary  Memorial  Home  (Women) 

20 

4 

Sunshine  Home  for  Children 

11 

3 

Home  of  Rest 

26 

3 

Scott  Memorial  Home 

50 

11 

Christian  Community  Home  of  Rest 

30 

2 

373  87 


The  scheme  was  amended  from  time  to  time,  and  the  final  arrangements 
which  existed  during  the  war  were  as  follows  : — 

First  Aid  Post  : Health  Centre,  Westloats  Lane,  Bognor  Regis. 

First  Aid  Party  and  Ambulance  Depots  : 

West  Parish  Hall,  Rose  Green,  Bognor  Regis. 

Central  Eastern  Annex  Pavilion,  Bognor  Regis,  and  Town  Ambulance 
Station,  High  Street,  Bognor  Regis. 

Felpham  Parish  Hall,  Limmer  Lane,  Felpham. 


The  personnel  war  establishment,  as  recognised  by  the  Home  Office, 
Air  Raid  Precautions  Department,  on  the  23rd  February,  1939,  was  as 
follows : 


First  Aid  Party  Personnel 
Ambulance  drivers  and  attendants 

Sitting  case  car  drivers  

First  Aid  Post  Personnel 


30  members  (plus  15  reserves) 

38  members  (plus  10  reserves) 
8 members  (plus  2 reserves) 

39  members  (plus  10  reserves) 


and  by  October,  1939,  it  was  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  all  the 
aforementioned  Services,  there  was  an  adequate  reserve  of  volunteers  who 
were  in  process  of  completing  their  training. 


On  the  28th  October,  1941,  the  Ministry  of  Home  Security  varied  the 
First  Aid  Parties  Personnel  strength  and  approved  the  following  : — 

Unit  Establishment  35  men,  including  6 Controlling  Officers. 

Personnel  Establishment  Whole-time  (Paid)  Part-time  (Voluntary) 

10  men  85  men 

Effective  Personnel  Strength  95  men 

Second-line  Strength  Nil 


Ultimately  the  Ministry  of  Health  varied  the  personnel  strengths  of  the 
First  Aid  Post  and  Ambulance  Services  as  follows  : — 


Unit  Establishment 
No.  of  Personnel 


First  Aid  Posts  : 

Fixed  Post  25  I 

Mobile  Post  7 j 

Ambulance  and  Sitting-Case 
Cars  : 

Ambulances  : 4 1st  line  1 14 

3 2nd  line  ) 

Sitting  case  cars  : 

4 whole-time  4 


Personnel  Establish- 
ment 

Whole-  Part- 

time  time 

(Paid)  (Voluntary) 

3 59 

(Female 
Personnel) 


2 68 
(Male 
Personnel) 
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In  addition,  the  personnel  strengths  of  the  Public  Gas  Cleansing  Centre, 
and  the  Mobile  Gas  Cleansing  Units  were  established  as  follows  : — 

Unit  Establishment  Personnel  Establish- 
ment 


Whole- 

Part- 

Public  Cleansing  : 

Fixed  Station 

15 

time 

time 

(Station  Road,  Bognor  R.) 

Two  Mobile  Gas  Cleansing 
Units  

16 

40 

NOTE.  The  term  " Unit  Establishment  ” represented  the  maximum 
number  of  members  of  each  Service,  whether  whole-time  or  part-time,  which 
the  Ministry  of  Home  Security  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  expected  a Local 
Authority  to  have  on  duty  at  any  one  time  when  full  manning  of  Services  was 
needed. 

The  term  " Personnel  Establishment  ” was  used  to  indicate  the  number 
of  members  of  any  Service,  whether  paid  or  part-time,  who  might  be  enrolled 
by  a Local  Authority  to  secure  that  the  Unit  Establishment  could  be  adequately 
manned  when  required. 


1.  — FIRST  AID  POST  (Health  Centre,  Westloats  Lane,  Bognor  Regis). 

For  the  major  part  of  the  war,  the  Unit  Establishment  of  the  First  Aid 
Post  was  26  (including  one  Medical  Officer),  and  in  order  to  secure  that  this 
number  of  persons  would  be  able  to  man  the  Post  at  any  given  time,  a Per- 
sonnel Establishment  of  78  was  eventually  fixed.  The  Medical  Officer  in 
charge  of  the  First  Aid  Post  was  Dr.  W.  L’Estrange  Mathews,  and  he 
rendered  most  excellent  service,  not  only  in  the  supervision  and  treatment 
of  casualties,  but  also  in  ensuring  that  his  personnel  were  adequately  trained 
and  organised  to  deal  with  emergencies.  Frequent  practices  of  personnel 
were  arranged,  and  plans  were  made,  in  the  event  of  the  destruction  of  the 
First  Aid  Post  by  bombing,  for  its  re-establishment  at  St.  Peter's  Hall,  West- 
loats Lane,  and  failing  that,  in  any  large  hall  or  house  available  in  the  town. 
Exercises  in  the  evacuation  of  the  Post  were  carried  out  along  these  lines. 
Three  paid  female  personnel  were  approved  as  from  March,  1941,  and  ap- 
pointed, one  of  them  being  made  Lay  Superintendent.  For  the  major  part 
of  the  war,  the  post  of  Lay  Superintendent  of  the  female  personnel  was 
occupied  by  Mrs.  M.  R.  Moore,  who  proved  always  to  be  most  capable  ; 
whilst  in  charge  of  the  male  personnel  and  responsible  for  their  excellent 
organisation  was  Mr.  H.  L.  Guermonprez  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Men’s 
Detachment,  Bognor  Regis.  Sister  Walker,  who  was  the  trained  nurse  in 
charge,  carried  out  excellent  work,  as  also  did  Miss  E.  E.  Tuer,  who  suc- 
ceeded Mrs.  Moore,  3s  Lay  Superintendent. 

The  First  Aid  Post  received  and  treated  many  minor  casualties  through- 
out the  war  on  different  occasions,  but  at  all  times  functioned  very  smoothly 
and  efficiently. 

2.  MOBILE  FIRST  AID  POST. 

As  from  the  10th  September,  1939,  a Mobile  First  Aid  Post  was  available 
for  use,  and  this  was  based,  as  a matter  of  convenience  and  in  the  interest 
of  economy  in  the  use  of  personnel,  at  the  Health  Centre,  Westloats  Lane 
(i.e.  the  site  of  the  fixed  First  Aid  Post).  Dr.  S.  A.  Burn  carried  out  most 
capably  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer,  and  gathered  around  him  a very  keen 
body  of  volunteers.  The  recognised  Unit  Establishment  of  the  Mobile  First 
Aid  Post  was  7 and  to  secure  this,  a Personnel  Establishment  of  21  was 
provided. 

It  was  found  from  experience  that  the  type  of  raiding  to  which  Bognor 
Regis  was  subjected  did  not  result  in  any  major  devastation  which  war- 
ranted the  activities  of  the  Mobile  First  Aid  Post,  which,  as  its  name  implies, 
was  a First  Aid  Post  which  might  be  set  up  anywhere  as  it  consisted  of  a 
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large  furniture  van  holding  all  the  necessary  first  aid  equipment,  but  a 
I.ight  Mobile  Unit,  consisting  of  Dr.  Burn  and  a trained  nurse,  Mrs.  Pryde, 
together  with  one  or  two  volunteers,  carried  out  some  most  valuable  work 
at  the  scene  of  incidents  which  required  the  actual  presence  of  a doctor  and 
trained  nursing  staff,  notably  on  the  occasion  of  the  Sudley  Road  incident, 
where  there  were  buried  casualties.  Nevertheless,  Dr.  Burn  and  his  per- 
sonnel carried  out  frequent  exercises,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  sajdng 
that,  had  the  Mobile  First  Aid  Post  been  called  upon  to  function  in  its 
entirety,  it  would  have  proved  itself  fully  efficient. 

3.  FIRST  AID  PARTIES. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  war,  the  recognised  establishment  of  the 
First  Aid  Party  Service  was  7 parties,  each  consisting  of  4 men,  all  trained 
in  First  Aid,  having  obtained  the  certificate  of  one  of  the  recognised  bodies, 
namely,  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  or  the  British  Red  Cross  Society, 
together  with  a car  driver  and  car. 

As  from  October,  1940,  approval  was  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Home 
Security  to  the  appointment  of  10  full-time  paid  personnel,  and  it  was  found 
convenient  to  make  these  personnel  the  first-line  personnel  to  function  whilst 
the  part-time  personnel  were  reporting  to  their  appropriate  depots.  It  was 
also  found  advisable  to  station  the  paid  personnel  at  the  High  Street  Ambu- 
lance Station,  where  they  were  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  Mr.  A.  W. 
Frost,  who  was  appointed  as  Depot  Superintendent. 

The  First  Aid  Party  personnel  at  the  other  Depots  were  under  the 
control  of  the  appropriate  voluntary  Depot  Superintendents  who  were  : — 

i.  Rose  Green  First  Aid  Party  and  Ambulance  Depot : Mr.  O.  C.  T.homas. 

ii.  Pavilion  First  Aid  Party  and  Ambulance  Depot  : Mr.  C.  Osborn. 

iii.  Felpham  First  Aid  Party  and  Ambulance  Depot : Mr.  H.  D.  Hall. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  list,  set  out  later,  of  incidents,  that  the  First 
Aid  Parties  had  a considerable  amount  of  “ field  ” work,  and  it  can  be  said 
with  all  sincerity  that  the  members  of  this  Service  responded  splendidly 
under  all  conditions.  The  Depot  Superintendents  were  given  wide  respon- 
sibilities, and  they  carried  out  their  duties  in  a most  efficient  way. 

4.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  Ambulance  strength  of  the  town  consisted  of  1 2 vehicles,  3 of  which 
were  Council-owned  converted  vehicles  for  full-time  use,  3 part-time  Council- 
owned  Ambulances  and  6 part-time  vans  owned  by  local  tradesmen.  The 
latter  vans  were  readily  convertible  by  means  of  the  insertion  of  stretcher 
runners,  etc.,  made  to  measure.  Later,  a fourth  whole-time  vehicle  was 
purchased  by  the  Council  and  brought  into  use,  and  the  part-time  local 
tradesmen’s  vehicles  were  not  used,  although  they  remained  ear-marked  for 
emergencies.  In  addition  to  the  7 ambulances  (4  full-time  and  3 part-time), 
7 Sitting  Cars  were  authorised  and  4 of  these  were  Council-owned  vehicles 
available  for  full-time  use. 


The  Services  were  stationed  at  the  First  Aid  Party  and  Ambulance 
Depots  as  follows  : — 


_ First  A id  Party  and 
Ambulance  Depots 

Ambulances 

Sitting  Case  Cars 

First  Aid  Parties 

Rose  Green 

2 

2 

2 

Pavilion 

3 

3 

2 

High  Street  

— 

— 

2 

Felpham  

2 

2 

1 

Totals  

7 

7 

7 
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Mr.  C.  Osborn  was  made  responsible,  as  Ambulance  Officer,  for  the 
general  supervision  of  the  Ambulance  Service,  and  carried  out  these  duties 
in  a most  capable  manner. 

The  Unit  and  Personnel  Establishments  of  the  Ambulance  Service  are 
set  out  above.  For  the  most  part,  the  volunteers  were  female,  and  on  no 
occasion  did  they  show  anything  but  the  highest  degree  of  zeal  and  efficiency 
under,  sometimes,  the  most  trying  conditions. 

5.  REPORT  AND  CONTROL  CENTRE. 

The  Report  and  Control  Centre,  situated  on  the  corner  of  Upper  Bognor 
Road  and  London  Road,  was  a concrete  building  constructed  specially  for 
the  purpose,  and  was  in  use  from  January,  1940,  onwards  when  it  replaced 
the  temporary  accommodation  available  at  the  Police  Station.  Throughout 
the  greater  part  of  the  war,  the  Casualty  Services  were  represented  at  the 
Report  Centre  during  the  night  time  by  one  of  four  Liaison  Officers,  between 
the  hours  of  9 p.m.  and  8 a.m.  and,  during  the  day  time  whenever  required. 
These  duties  were  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Cullen,  Coysh,  Fishleigh  and  Searle. 
Each  of  these  officers  in  his  turn  was  responsible  for  the  direction  of  the 
Services  on  the  occasion  of  an  incident,  pending  the  arrival  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  continued  to  order  the  sending-out  of  the  Casualty 
Services.  This  enabled  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  be  present  at  the 
scene  of  incidents.  During  the  day  time,  one  of  three  paid  whole-time 
Action  Officers  was  on  duty,  with  volunteer  telephonists,  at  the  Report  and 
Control  Centre,  and  was  responsible  for  the  sending-out  of  the  Casualty 
Services  until  such  time  as  one  of  the  four  Liaison  Officers  was  able,  following 
an  Air  Raid  warning,  to  report  for  duty. 

In  July,  1941,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  Town  Hall  to  function 
as  a Shadow  Report  and  Control  Centre  in  the  event  of  the  destruction  of 
the  existing  one. 

6.  EMERGENCY  MORTUARY  SERVICES. 

As  the  Town  Mortuary  was  completely  inadequate  for  the  purpose  of 
accommodating  more  than  two  bodies,  it  was  necessary  to  set  up  an  emer- 
gency mortuary  in  the  district.  Many  premises  were  inspected  and  eventu- 
ally “ The  Kennels,”  Aldwick  Road,  were  chosen  as  being  most  suitable. 
This  building  consisted  of  cubicles  and  had  a concrete  floor.  There  were 
adequate  facilities  outside  the  building  for  the  cleansing  of  any  possibly  gas- 
contaminated  bodies.  The  estimated  accommodation  of  the  emergency 
mortuary  was  80  bodies.  It  was  available  from  July,  1940,  and  the  volun- 
tary Mortuary  Superintendent  was  Mr.  R.  E.  Usher,  who  was  responsible 
for  making  all  the  necessary  official  returns  of  Air  Raid  fatalities.  Mr.  Usher 
was  assisted  by  the  two  town  mortuary  attendants,  who  reported  for  duty, 
as  did  Mr.  Usher,  whenever  called  upon  to  do  so.  Three  lorries  and  one 
mortuary  van,  in  addition  to  the  town’s  ambulances,  were  available  if 
needed  at  any  time.  The  following  number  of  bodies  of  war  casualties  were 
received  into  either  the  Town  or  the  Emergency  Mortuary  during  the  war. 
The  figures  relate  to  admissions  to  the  mortuaries  irrespective  of  where 
death  occurred. 


Male 

Female 

Civilians 

9 

14 

Service  Personnel 

21 

— 

Enemy  Airmen  

7 

— 

37 

14 

The  Council  was  given  powers  to  bury  civilian  dead  if  this  was  necessary 
in  the  circumstances  existing.  The  burial  of  enemy  airmen  was  normally 
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Undertaken  by  the  Royal  Air  Force,  but  in  the  event  of  the  nearest  Royal 
Air  F orce  Station  being  unable  to  arrange  for  burial,  the  duty  devolved  on 
the  Local  Authority.  Plans  were  drawn  up  along  mutual  assistance  lines 
for  the  utilisation,  if  necessary,  of  Bognor  Regis  mortuaries  by  neighbouring 
Local  Authorities  and  vice  versa.  Fortunately,  the  plans  had  not  to  be  put 
into  operation. 

7.  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  CASUALTIES. 

The  West  Sussex  County  Council  was  responsible  throughout  the  war  for 
the  organisation  of  hospital  accommodation  in  the  county  in  relation  to  the 
admission  of  air  raid  casualties. 

The  procedure  as  regards  local  casualties  needing  hospital  treatment 
was  for  their  admission  to  the  Bognor  Regis  War  Memorial  Hospital,  if  there 
was  adequate  available  accommodation.  (The  war-time  accommodation  of 
the  hospital  was  46  beds  which  consisted  of  the  pre-war  accommodation  of 
26  beds  plus  20  emergency  beds  which  might  be  used  if  found  necessary). 

In  the  event  of  there  being  insufficient  accommodation  available  there 
to  admit  casualties,  the  West  Sussex  County  Council  would  have  directed 
casualties  to  be  taken  to  either  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester,  or  the 
Royal  West  Sussex  Hospital,  Chichester,  but  this  was  at  no  time  found 
necessary. 

The  Bognor  Regis  War  Memorial  Hospital  staff  throughout  co-operated 
well  with  the  Casualty  Services. 

8.  CO-ORDINATION  WITH  MILITARY  UNITS  AND  HOME 

GUARD  UNITS. 

During  the  period  of  the  functioning  of  Military  Units  and  Home  Guard 
Units  in  the  town,  there  was  complete  co-operation  between  the  Units  and 
the  Casualty  Services.  Detailed  information  with  regard  to  the  Bognor 
Regis  Casualty  Sendees  was  given  to  the  appropriate  officers  of  the  Units, 
and  schemes  were  formulated  for  mutual  assistance. 

9.  ANTI-GAS  PRECAUTIONS  AND  GAS  CLEANSING  FACI- 
LITIES. 

A.  General. 

The  whole  of  the  personnel  of  the  Casualty  Services  received  instruction 
in  Anti-gas  measures  and  many  exercises  were  held  to  ascertain  the  degree 
of  proficiency  reached. 

The  Ministry  of  Home  Security,  through  its  propaganda,  sought  to 
encourage  members  of  the  general  public  to  take  appropriate  individual 
steps  to  safeguard  themselves  in  the  event  of  gas  being  used  by  the  enemy. 
Householders  with  washing  facilities  were  organised  by  the  Women’s  Volun- 
tary Services,  and  were  asked  to  display  a suitable  card  showing  that  facilities 
for  cleansing  were  available,  in  an  emergency,  to  members  of  the  public  who 
might  become  contaminated  at  a distance,  either  from  their  homes  or  from 
the  Public  Gas  Cleansing  Centre. 

The  cleansing  of  gas-contaminated  persons  presented  three  aspects  : — 

i.  The  cleansing  of  Civil  Defence  Volunteers. 

ii.  The  cleansing  of  other  members  of  the  public. 

iii.  The  cleansing  of  casualties. 

With  regard  to  (i)  arrangements  were  made  for  the  cleansing  of  Civil 
Defence  male  personnel  at  the  Council’s  Depot,  Ockley  Road,  Bognor  Regis, 
and  female  personnel  at  the  First  Aid  Post  Cleansing  Station. 

Any  gas-contamined  members  of  the  public  were  provided  for  at  the 
Public  Gas  Cleansing  Centre,  Station  Road,  where  there  were  six  showers  for 
each  sex,  and  a supply  of  clean  clothes. 
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As  regards  (iii)  the  cleansing  of  gas-contamined  serious  casualties  was 
provided  for  by  the  erection  of  a Cleansing  Section  at  the  War  Memorial 
Hospital,  and  for  minor  casualties  at  a Cleansing  Station  adjacent  to  the 
First  Aid  Post,  Westloats  Lane,  Bognor  Regis.  The  latter  had  four  showers 
for  each  sex. 

The  Gas  Cleansing  Section  of  the  First  Aid  Post,  and  the  Cleansing 
Stations  at  the  Council’s  Depot  and  Station  Road,  were  all  in  conformity 
with  Government  requirements  as  regards  accommodation,  etc. 

To  supplement  the  facilities  available  at  the  Public  Gas  Cleansing  Centre, 
Station  Road,  two  Mobile  Gas  Cleansing  Units  consisting  of  water-heating 
apparatus  and  other  equipment  mounted  on  lorries,  were  provided  in  Novem- 
ber, 1941,  and  personnel  trained  to  operate  them. 

Throughout,  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  enough  volunteers 
to  assist  both  at  the  Public  Gas  Cleansing  Centre,  Station  Road,  and  with  the 
Mobile  Cleansing  Units,  and  not  until  the  amalgamation  of  the  First  Aid 
Party  and  Rescue  Services  on  the  1st  May,  1943,  was  this  difficulty  finally 
overcome.  The  redundancy  of  personnel,  at  this  time,  made  it  possible, 
however,  for  proper  manning  to  be  arranged.  Doubtless  it  was  the  fortunate 
inactivity  of  this  aspect  of  the  Civil  Defence  Services  which  left  it  with  few 
volunteers.  At  the  First  Aid  Post  and  at  the  Council’s  Ockley  Road  Depot, 
the  difficulty  was  overcome  because  the  personnel  was  already  attached  to 
either  the  First  Aid  Post  or  the  Rescue  Service,  which  was  based  on  the 
Council’s  Depot,  a.nd  these  were  trained  so  as  to  be  ready  to  carry  out  the 
special  duties  of  gas  cleansing.  It  was  estimated  that,  with  the  existing 
facilities,  the  First  Aid  Post  would  have  been  able  to  cleanse  40  male  and  40 
40  female  casualties  per  hour,  whilst  at  27  Auxiliary  First  Aid  Points  ( i.e . 
houses  occupied  by  volunteers  who  agreed  to  hold  a certain  quantity  of  First 
Aid  material,  and  to  extend  First  Aid  Treatment  to  any  minor  casualties  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood)  it  was  estimated  that  135  persons  per  hour 
might  have  been  cleansed.  At  the  Public  Cleansing  Centre,  it  was  estimated 
that  40  male  and  40  female  gas-contaminated  civilians  might  be  cleansed  in 
one  hour.  In  the  latter  case,  although  the  Cleansing  Centre  was  larger  than 
that  at  the  First  Aid  Post,  the  organisation  did  not  lend  itself  to  a very 
speedy  cleansing  of  contaminated  persons. 


B.  Decontamination  of  Civilian  and  Service  Clothing. 

Mr.  F.  A.  C.  Cullen,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  was  responsible  for  the 
organisation  of  this  Service,  and  received  a special  course  of  training.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  wdth  the  local  Wardens’  Service  for  the  collection  of 
contaminated  clothing,  and  the  Bognor  Regis  Football  Ground  was  ear- 
marked as  a central  dump  for  such  clothing.  Following  sorting  on  this  site 
by  laundry  personnel,  who  had  volunteered  to  carry  out  such  duties,  the 
clothing  would  have  been  sent  to  the  two  local  Laundries,  the  Bognor  Regis 
Steam  Laundry  and  the  Bognor  Regis  Model  Laundry.  Any  military  per- 
sonnel in  the  area  would  also  have  sent  their  contaminated  clothing  to  the 
dump  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as  civilian  clothing.  Several  exercises 
were  held,  and  it  is  confidently  felt  that,  in  the  event  of  a gas  attack,  the  scheme 
of  collection  and  decontamination  would  have  worked  well. 


C.  Treatment  of  gas-contaminated  Foodstuffs. 

Mr.  F.  A.  C.  Gullen,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  was  again  responsible 
for  the  organisation  of  this  Service,  and  received  a special  course  of  training, 
as  also  did  Mr.  R.  G.  Coysh,  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  removal  of  contaminated  foodstuff  to  the  Bognor 
Regis  Football  Ground  where  the  Gas  Contamination  Officer,  Mr.  Cullen, 
and  his  deputy,  Mr.  Coysh,  together  with  19  volunteers  from  the  food  trade, 
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were  to  deal  appropriately  with  it,  by  airing,  trimming,  hosing  down  and, 
in  the  case  of  tinned  food,  treatment  with  bleach  paste.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  samples  of  food  to  be  sent,  where  necessary,  for  analysis. 
Again,  volunteers  were  trained  in  anti-gas  precautions,  and  it  is  felt  that  the 
Service  would  have  worked  well  had  the  need  arisen. 

10.  AUXILIARY  AID  POINTS. 

As  from  August,  1940,  householders  were  invited  to  volunteer  to  assist 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  their  houses,  in  certain  ways,  namely  :• — - 

i.  To  afford  immediate  First  Aid  to  persons  injured  by  enemy  action  in  the 

vicinity  of  their  houses. 

ii.  To  provide  temporary  sheltey,  until  suitable  arrangements  were  made,  for 

persons  living  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  whose  homes  were 
wrecked  by  enemy  action. 

iii.  In  the  case  of  enemy  gas  attacks  to  provide  washing  facilities  for  conta- 

minated persons  and  clean  clothing,  such  as  dressing  gowns  and  bath 
wraps,  to  replace  contaminated  clothing. 

It  was  felt  that,  although  there  was  no  official  request  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  establishment  of  such  Points,  they  would  prove  invaluable  in 
fostering  neighbourly  co-operation,  and  thus  facilitating  the  operation  of  the 
official  Civil  Defence  Services.  The  maximum  number  of  Points  existing  at 
any  one  time  throughout  the  district  was  27,  and  some  were  able  to  carry 
out  valuable  work  during  air  raids  on  the  town.  Mrs.  Moore,  the  Lay  Super- 
intendent of  the  First  Aid  Post,  very  kindly  dealt  with  the  immediate  organ- 
isation of  the  Points,  and  kept  in  touch  with  the  volunteers  to  ascertain  that 
a sufficient  quantity  of  emergency  clothing,  First  Aid  dressings,  etc.,  was 
always  available. 

11.  PROTECTION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

A scheme  was  worked  out  by  the  Waterworks  Engineer  and  Manager  in 
collaboration  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  protection  of  the 
town’s  water  supply  in  the  event  of  bacterial  contamination  through  the 
fracturing  by  bombing  of  the  water  mains,  and  arrangements  were  also  made 
whereby  the  town  might  be  supplied  with  water  in  an  emergency  if  the  trunk 
mains  were  fractured. 

12.  ORGANISATION. 

The  organisation  of  the  Casualty  Services  wras  the  responsibility  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  To  assist  with  the  training  of  personnel,  the  issue 
of  equipment,  etc.,  a Casualty  Services  Staff  Officer  was  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Home  Security,  and  Mr.  F.  E.  Weaire  was  appointed  to  the  post, 
which  he  occupied  from  the  23rd  May,  1941,  to  the  1st  September,  1941.  On 
his  resignation,  Mr.  \V.  R.  Searle  wras  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and 
carried  out  the  Staff  Officer’s  duties  from  the  8th  October,  1941,  to  the  17th 
April,  1945.  Considerable  voluntary  assistance  was  rendered  by  the  staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Department,  to  whom  I would  extend  my  grateful 
thanks.  As  has  already  been  mentioned,  Mr.  F.  A.  C.  Cullen  and  Mr.  Coysh, 
were  responsible  for  the  detailed  organisation  of  certain  Services,  and,  in 
addition,  carried  out  duties  as  Liaison  Officers  at  the  Report  and  Control 
Centre. 

I also  wish  to  place  on  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Gillis  Padley, 
l.d.s.,  R.c.s.,  for  his  invaluable  assistance  during  the  early  part  of  the  war  in 
checking  First  Aid  stores,  and  for  assisting  with  other  administrative  duties. 

It  was  essential  that  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  Surveyor’s 
Department  should  work  in  close  co-operation,  and  I was  fortunate  in  receiv- 
ing the  complete  co-operation  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Evans,  the  town’s  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  and  his  staff. 
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It  is  impossible  for  me  to  thank  individually  in  this  Report  all  those 
officers  who  carried  out  such  valuable  sendee,  but  my  appreciation  has  been 
expressed  from  time  to  time.  It  is  so  obvious  that  the  complete  success  of 
the  Casualty  Service  would  have  been  impossible  without  the  co-operation 
of  all  members  of  this  humanitarian  service. 

13.  ENEMY  ACTION. 

It  had  been  felt  that  Bognor  Regis  might,  in  view  of  its  geographical 
position,  be  subjected  to  enemy  attack  due  to  its  nearness  to  Portsmouth 
and  S'outhampton,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  ringed  by  R.A.F.  Stations.  It 
was  not,  however,  until  after  the  fall  of  Dunkirk  that  the  first  casualties 
were  sustained  in  the  district  from  enemy  attack.  Before  this,  however, 
Bognor  Regis  Casualty  Services  had  been  in  action,  as  they  were  called  to 
assist  at  Ford  Aerodrome  following  enemy  bombing  there. 

It  is  impossible  to  outline  in  detail  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the 
Casualty  Services  functioned.  This  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
volunteers  were  most  zealous,  and  certainly  did  not  spare  themselves  in 
becoming  fully  trained  and  proficient  in  the  requirements  of  their  individual 
duties. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  details  of  enemy  action  in  the  district 
that  the  Casualty  Services  were  called  upon  many  times,  and  on  every 
occasion  acquitted  themselves  most  capably. 

Bognor  Regis  Air  Raid  Precautions  District 

(comprising  not  only  the  Urban  District  of  Bognor  Regis  but  also  the  urbanised 
areas  of  Elmer,  Middleton,  Flansham,  Shripney,  North  Bersted  and  Pagham). 

SUMMARY  OF  ENEMY  ACTION,  DAMAGE,  ETC. 


No.  of  alerts  1,274 

No.  of  incidents  82 

No.  of  H.E.  bombs  dropped  238 

No.  of  Unexploded  H.E.  bombs  25 

No.  of  Incendiary  bombs  dropped  (approximately)  650 

No.  of  Oil  bombs  dropped  2 

No.  of  Un  exploded  Oil  bombs  5 

No.  of  Parachute  Mines  dropped  7 

No.  of  Unexploded  Parachute  Mines  1 

No.  of  Sea  Mine  explosions  2 

No.  of  Flying  Bombs  1 

No.  of  houses  damaged  2,999 

No.  of  houses  demolished  % 58 

No.  of  persons  rehoused  374 
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Bognor  Regis  Air  Raid  Precautions  District. 

(comprising  not  only  the  Urban  District  of  Bognor  Regis,  but  also  the  urbanised  areas  of  Elmer,  Middleton,  Flansham, 

Shripney,  North  Bersted  and  Pagham). 

SUMMARY  OF  INCIDENTS  RESULTING  IN  CASUALTIES 


1 


* Members  of  H.M.  Forces  on  leave. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  in  view  of  the  enemy  activities  listed  above,  there  were  not  many  more  casualties.  I ndoubtedly  the  fact  that 
Bognor  Regis  is  a comparatively  modem  town  without  any  crowding  together  of  houses  resulted  in  a saving  of  life,  even  if  at  the  same 
time  there  was  considerable  damage  to  property  from  blast. 


SECTION  VIII. 


GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME 

The  Public  Health  Department  was  concerned  in  the  first  place  in  trie 
Government  Evacuation  Scheme,  with  the  reception  of  evacuees  prior  to 
billeting. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  September,  1939,  the  first  train-loads  of 
evacuees  arrived  in  the  town.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  carried  out  the  reception  of  several  hundreds 
of  evacuees. 

On  this  and  other  occasions  up  to  the  4th  September,  1939,  two  adults 
and  24  children  were  sent  direct  from  the  Railway  Station  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  for  observation,  as  they  appeared  to  be  unwell,  and  it  was  thought 
inadvisable  at  that  time  to  billet  them.  A case  of  diphtheria  was  found  and 
treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

A separate  Billeting  Department  was  in  existence  from  an  early  date 
in  Bognor  Regis,  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  as  Chief  Billeting  Officer,  and 
carried  out  very  good  work  in  the  housing  and  welfare  of  evacuees.  From 
the  health  point  of  view,  it  may  be  said  without  doubt  that  the  health  of  the 
district  was  not  detrimentally  affected  by  the  movement  of  the  population. 

All  the  health  facilities  and  some  additional  ones  were  available  for 
evacuees. 

On  the  8th  January,  1940,  the  undermentioned  evacuees  were  billeted 
in  the  town  : — 


Unaccompanied  children  

883 

Accompanied  children  

153 

Mothers  

106 

Expectant  mothers  - 

3 

Teachers  

66 

Blind  persons  (helpers)  ...  ... 

7 

Blind  persons  (adults)  

...  60 

1278 

Difficulty  arose  early  in  connection  with  certain  problem  children,  and 
it  was  found  necessary  to  establish  hostels  specifically  for  the  reception  of 
bed-wetters  and  children  presenting  behaviour  difficulties. 

Accordingly,  at  different  periods,  four  children’s  hostels  were  established 
in  Bognor  Regis.  Three  Homes  were  moved  to  Bognor  Regis  from  Kent 
during  the  flying  bomb  period.  One  of  them  merged  with  the  existing 
Aldwick  Home  for  Boys,  and  of  the  other  two,  one  was  established  at  Red- 
gate  House,  Upper  Bognor  Road  (on  the  1st  November,  1944,  this  hostel  was 
transferred  to  St.  Albans,  Esplanade,  Bognor  Regis),  and  the  other,  a small 
one  in  charge  of  two  Roman  Catholic  Sisters,  was  set  up  at  " Miramar,” 
Belmont  Street,  Bognor  Regis. 

In  addition,  it  will  be  noted  later  that  there  were  two  hostels  for  blind 
evacuees,  one  at  “ Denmead,”  Victoria  Drive,  for  male  blind  persons  in 
otherwise  good  health,  and  the  other  at  Den  Hostel  for  the  Blind,  Den  Avenue 
(later  East  Dome,  Upper  Bognor  Road)  for  male  and  female  blind  evacuees 
who  were  either  aged  or  otherwise  required  extra  attention  from  nursing  staff. 

The  table  on  the  next  page  shows  the  number  of  persons  who,  during  the 
whole  of  the  period  of  existence  of  the  hostels,  at  some  time  or  other,  were 
billeted  in  the  hostels.  It  must,  of  course,  be  understood  that  the  Ministry 
of  Health  frequently  transferred  evacuees  from  other  reception  areas  to  the 
Hostels  in  Bognor  Regis.  The  admissions  do  not  therefore,  consist  only 
of  evacuees  billeted  prior  to  admission  in  Bognor  Regis. 
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GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 

Hostels  established  in  Bognor  Regis. 
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It  must,  of  course,  be  made  quite  clear  that  the  hostels  did  not  deal  with 
any  cases  requiring  other  than  simple  medical  treatment.  As  regards  adults, 
such  cases  were  transferred  to  one  of  the  local  hospitals,  i.e.  Bognor  Regis  War 
Memorial  Hospital,  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester,  or  the  Royal  West 
Sussex  Hospital,  Chichester,  and,  in  the  case  of  children,  to  Itchenor  Park 
House  Auxiliary  Hospital,  for  the  usual  children’s  ailments,  or  to  the  previ- 
ously-mentioned hospitals  for  conditions  more  serious. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  air  raid  details  set  out  earlier  that  the  Hostel 
for  the  Blind  in  Den  Avenue  was  bombed  on  the  14th  September,  1940. 
Fortunately  this  occurred  in  the  afternoon  whilst  most  of  the  blind  persons 
were  off  the  premises.  The  deaths  which  resulted  were  not  of  blind  persons, 
and  indeed  the  blind  persons  on  the  premises  escaped  with  only  very  minor 
injuries.  In  consequence  of  this  attack,  however,  it  was  necessary  to  find 
alternative  accommodation  for  the  hostel,  and  East  Dome,  Upper  Bognor 
Road,  was  chosen  for  this  purpose.  The  latter  hostel  was  again  subjected 
to  enemy  attack  and,  in  fact,  one  blind  woman  who  had  been  slightly  injured 
at  Den  House  was  again  injured. 

I wish  to  place  on  record  the  wonderful  work  carried  out  by  Mrs.  Pent- 
land,  who  was  the  Matron  at  the  Den  Hostel  for  the  Blind,  and  her  devotion 
to  these  unfortunate  people  during  the  bombing  of  the  Hostel.  She  was  an 
inspiration  to  her  charges,  much  beloved  by  them  all,  and  co-operated  with 
me  in  every  way  possible. 

I also  wish  to  record  the  excellent  work  carried  out  by  Miss  Ballantyne, 
the  Honorary  Matron  of  Denmead  Hostel  for  the  Blind  when  it  first  opened. 
She  worked  unstintingly  for  her  charges,  some  of  whom  were  of  advanced 
years,  and  readily  gained  their  affectionate  esteem. 

I was  exceedingly  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  services  of  Mrs.  Pentland 
and  Miss  Ballantyne,  as  Matrons  of  such  calibre  were  difficult  to  obtaih  but 

were  most  necessary  during  the  establishment  of  these  Hostels.  The  care 

which  was  necessary  was  always  evident  in  their  work  on  behalf  of  these 
blind  people  and  this  was  reflected  in  their  happiness  and  well-being. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  as  London  received  less  aerial  attacks 
evacuees  began  to  return  to  the  evacuation  areas,  and  on  the  31st  May,  1944, 
the  figures  were  as  follows  : 

Unaccompanied  children  184 

Accompanied  200 

Mothers  95 

Blind  persons  57 

Helpers  5 

Teachers  7 

Others  96 
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Later,  during  the  flying  bomb  attacks,  evacuees  again  began  to  flow  into 
the  Bognor  Regis  district,  and  on  the  31st  August,  1944,  the  following  figures 
show  the  position  : — 

Unaccompanied  children 


Accompanied  children 
Mothers 
Helpers 
Teachers 
Blind  persons 
Others 


289 

683 

413 

5 

8 

57 

340 


1795 
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Throughout,  as  well  as  receiving  evacuees  from  the  London  district, 
many  also  came  from  the  Portsmouth  area. 

It  was  significant  of  the  town’s  desire  to  assist  evacuees  that,  at  no 
time,  was  it  necessary  to  use  compulsory  billeting  powers  in  the  district. 

Gradually,  towards  the  close  of  the  war,  the  evacuees  who  desired  to 
return  to  their  former  areas  did  so,  but  many  elected  to  remain  in  the  district. 


The  position  as  at  the  31st  December,  1945,  was  as  follows  : — 

Unaccompanied  children  20 

Accompanied  children  ...  48 

Adults  58 

Blind  persons  30 
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Shortly  after  that  date  it  might  be  said  that  all  who  had  any  intentions 
of  returning  to  their  former  homes  had  done  so,  and  the  Evacuation  Scheme 
was  accordingly  at  an  end. 

During  the  whole  of  this  period  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acted  as 
Honorary  Medical  Superintendent  of  all  the  Hostels,  and  was  responsible 
for  their  day-to-day  administration.  This  involved  the  welfare  and  comfort 
of  the  children  and  the  blind  persons,  and  he  was  fortunate  in  receiving  the 
invaluable  help  of  a number  of  residents  who  acted  as  volunteer  helpers. 


77 


SECTION  IX 


METEOROLOGICAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1946 

The  following  excellent  statistics  have  been  submitted  by  Mr.  F.  A.  C. 
Cullen,  the  Meteorological  Observer. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  these  records  occupy  a great  deal  of  time. 
Reports  have  been  prepared  for  the  past  twenty-three  years. 

Detailed  information  relating  to  air  pressure,  wind,  maximum  and 
minimum  temperatures,  sub-soil  temperature,  humidity,  rainfall,  and  sun- 
shine will  be  found  in  the  tables  set  out  on  the  following  pages.  These  tables 
and  notes  are  prepared  from  the  monthly  register  of  readings  and  observations 
taken  in  Bognor  Regis,  and  submitted  monthly  to  the  Meteorological  Office. 

Sunshine. 

The  total  number  of  hours  of  bright  sunshine  recorded  during  the  year 
1946  was  1628.5  hours,  being  136.9  hours  below  the  average  of  the  twenty 
years  1924-43.  The  average  amount  of  bright  sunshine  each  day  during 
the  year  was  4.4  hours  and  the  total  number  of  sun  recorded  days  296. 
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AIR  PRESSURE  AT  9 HOURS  WIND 

(Inches)  (9  hour  observations) 
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Temperatures  in  Shade — Degrees  Fahrenheit  jSub-Soil  On  Grass  Frosts 
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